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Saddam In finn control — U*S. official 


WASHINGTON (R) — Iraqi Presadent Saddam Hussein is being kepi in 
power by a clandestine flood of consumer goods and perhaps military 
technology and win not fall from power soon, a senior Defence 
Department official said on Tuesday. The statement by Assistant Defence 
Secretary James Lilley was the strongest in months by a top government 
official that Bush administration efforts to oast President Saddam through 
a year-old U.N. trade embargo are not working. “From what I’ve seen 
recently, it doesn't look like he will fall any time soon,” the former UJ5. 
ambassador to China told reporters in a breakfast interview. “Now, he . 
may foil tomorrow and TO look like a jackass.” But Mr. Lilley said 
contraband goods are entering Iraq. “I don’t think we’re curbing the flow 
of goods. I think it's considerable, he said of the U.N. embargo aimed at 
pressing Iraq to destroy its ability to buOd weapons of mass destruction 
after the Gulf war. He said many Jordanian officiate wanted to curb the 
flow of goods through thfeir country but that it was very bard to do. 
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Russian official confirms sob sale to Iran 

JEDDAH (R) — A senior Russian official said on Tuesday the former 
Soviet Union sold three submarines to Iran but its successor stales in the 
Commonwealth of Independent States had yet to honour the contract. 
Ruslan Kbasbulatov, the speaker of the Russian parliament who is on a 
visit to Saudi Arabia, (old a news conference the contract was signed 
under former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. U.S. newspapers 
reported the sale earlier this year but this appears to be the first Russian 
confirmation of the report that caused a stir among Iran’s Arab 
neighbours and in Britain and the United States, which maintain a naval 
presence in die Gulf- “The deal was signed under Gorbachev but we have 
not supplied Iran with any of the submarines so far,” Mr. Khasbulatov 
said. The Washington reports said Iran bought three K-dass 73-metre 
«ii«-wJ “patrol submarines” which cany 45 crew and 18 torpedoes each. 
There were suggestions at the time tint the submarines, which would be 
the first to join the Iranian navy, here bought second-hand. Although 
mfliHu y in the region had not been aMc lo confirm the sale so far. 
American and British officiate have died Iran's probable acquisition of 
submarines as a reason for continued suspicion of its intentions in the 

Gulf. 
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Israel: Iran making 


i nuclear weapons 

0 * TEL AVIV (AP) — The head of 
u t *3J(|SS£ Israeli military intelligence 
' '* , w Sntatev.% wanted Monday that Iran has a 
jis&in targe nu dear development prog- 
: she ramme that could threaten Israel 

* T ” secure if allowed to continue. Major 
•: '*eonii General Uri Saguy also told re- 

■■ 0^. porters that he hoped Israel’s 

r ?-:-2 sir attacks on guerrilla 

i targets in South Lebanon would 

• ->ui :>r 1101 l^d to 0X1 escalation with 

■ Syria. Gen. Saguy also told re- 

",^ CSI °fu potters that Libya was developing 
r --W n^° tong ran S e missiles and Iran 

. i 1 working to reach nuclear capabil- 

• j'i'j’.’ ■ hy- “Iran is running a nuclear 

c f erve f°P meTlt programme of a size 
^ ifct'v th* 1 worries us to the point of 
. e-ard.' 1 ^ concern for our existence, if and 
. nation. when this process becomes irrev- 

^Sena. ^ ersibJe,” he said. If the program- 
. ^“cOiy reo^M - roe is not stopped “at the end of 
'2 ‘ : ^ irougj dec^.or ifyou want the end 
. Protection °f this century, Iran will be cap- 

. -able of achieving nuclear ability,” 

he added. Although foreign re- 
Mr» Clari^ P 01- * 5 have alleged that Israel has 
- LVi- : P * • nudear potential, Israeli officials 
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o me ,v - • customarily refuse to discuss such 
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Iraq 011 talk® 
could resume In 
^: !X T 'June 

‘ UNITED NATIONS (R) — Iraq 

... has suggested resuming talks with 
nommidfoss^' tfae United Nations in Vienna 
found near during the second half of June on 

I , ® a plan for limited oil sales, but 

JOnannesb® some problems still remain to be 
resolved, the chief U.N. nego- 
■' ■r^.NNESBvKG': .tialor said on Monday. Assistant 
? :m r-arsia-H* Secretary-General Giandomeni- 
co Picco, who has been leading 
the U.N. team, tokl Reuters: 
“We have been discusring for a 
week or so when to resume and a 
suggestion has been put .forward 
(by -iraq^for a meeting -in'the 
second part of June in Vienna.” 
But he said some problems re- 
mained, with Iraq particularly un- 
easy about various inspections 
called for under the oil sales 
scheme. 

Moldovan 

government resigns 
over bloodshed 
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1GSHINEV (AP) — The premier 
and most . of the Moldovan 
cabinet resigned Tuesday, 
apparently because of the govern- 
ment’s failure to end bloodshed 
in the breakaway Trans-Dniester 
region. President Mircea Snegur 
>0 v cancelled a trip to the Eaurth 

jj. Summit in Rio de Janeiro and 
Argentine F told legislators he needed two 
la C i wedding weeks to decide what to do. 

Premier Valeriu Muravsky re- 
mains in office until then. A 
government statement explaining 
the resignation said only: “Our 
economic and political measures 
have not found support (and) 
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s ■‘■.'.'.‘^. 12 *^ they have provoked dissatisfac- 
■ Ij yf- ( tion among the population.” 

Judge orders Syrian 


t ^^ arms dealer held 

MADRID (R) — A Spanish 
“5V. vt judge has ordered a Syrian linked 
V •Wj" B- : ^ b y tnedi® reports to. the 1988 
’’ '7"V.rv"*e Lockerbie bombing to be held in 

* '' j, 1 ”' a jail for further questioning on 

rr- -1 ^ alleged crimes committed in 
;,v ' "*■ § Spain, court sources said on 

.. i-fgrpFj Tuesday- Investigating Judge 
M1U** 1 Baltasar Garzon interrogated 

water on^ arms dealer Monzer A1 Kassar 
. for more than three hours on 

.jl Monday night and will resume 

■ ■ ■ i questioning on Wednesday, the 

* ■ ' sources said. Mr. Kassar, 46, was 

■'•■“7'yf; arrested at Madrid airport last 

week while entering Spain on an 
~ 7 Argentine passport. Police said 

he was subjected of links with 
international terrorism, trading in 

■ -Vj: stolen cars, illegal possession of 

8,1,18 documents. 

Floods kill 63 In Iran 

cv-: 5 r * . %’F Pf^toflCOSIA (R) — Floods have 

- 'v killed 63 people and destroyed . 

4 - 

„ , l— . . agency — 

.“;j aty of Mashhad. At least 17 

' ' people died in Mashhad last- 

; r . 'jrtci ;J i weekend, Iranian Radio reported 
j. earlier. IRNA on Tuesday 



' 7^ Zargar as saying on Monday- 
■ * c. ! k f; night, ft gave no details of sped- 
fic crops destroyed. 
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Jordan calls for end 
to infer- Arab differences 

Sharif Zeid: United Jordan-Egypt stand will 
not only benefit both but also Arab Nation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Muns- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker has 
called for an end to inter-Arab 
divisions, and said that Jordan 
stands ready to respond positively 
to any positive move from any 
Arab country to dose Arab 
ranks. 

In an interview published in 
Tuesday’s issue of Egypt's A1 
Ahram newspaper, Sharif Zeid 
particularly mentioned kordan’s 
relations with Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia, the two leading Arab 
states in the anti-Iraq coalition in 
the Gulf crisis. 

He said the circumstances and chal- 
lenges facing the Arab World war- 
ranted every move towards recon- 
ciliation and that there was no reason 
for the strain in relations 

“The Arabs are in dire need of a 
united stand in the current situation 
to confront Israeli challenges and 


major changes taking place in tbe 
world,” Sharif Zeid was quoted as 
saying. Excerpts from the interview 
were carried by the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra. 

“If Jordan and any other Arab 
country sought a united Arab stand 
on any issue, we would be in a much 
stronger position to confront our ene- 
mies in a far better shape,” the prime 
minister said. 

Jordan, he said, bad made many 
inhiBttves in the recent past to draw 
closer Arab points of views and to 
improve and strengthen Arab posi- 
tions but none of these initiatives 
were met with positive response 
worth mentioning. 

While not directly referring to the 
strain in relations, (he prime minister 
said it was time to overcome tbe 
“p a in f u l stage.." 

“The Egyptian people are a 
brotherly people dear to the heart of 
His Majesty King Hussein and of 
every Jordanian citizen,” he said. 


' calling for unified positions between 
Jordan and Egypt to serve the in- 
terests of both countries and tbe Arab 
Nation. 

Sharif Zeid also called for an end 
“to the era of slanders and defama- 
tion” and said that “Jordan does not 
see why Jordanian-Egyptian relations 
as they ore now.” 

The prime minister described Saudi 
Arabia as a brotherly country and the 
Saudi people as unique and of noble 
origin. 

“I think ray message to the Egyp- 
tian people is a message to the Arab 
people everywhere.” he said. “It is 
time to stand together to confront 
enemies and challenges.” 

The prime minister also paid tri- 
bute to Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul Meguid. a for- 
mer foreign minister of Egypt, who, 
he said, is exerting efforts to unify the 
Arab Nation. 

Sharif Zeid e x pressed confidence in 
' the abilities of Dr. Abdul Meguid to 



Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

serve this objective. 

A political commentary carried 
Tuesday by the semi-official At 
Ahram and written by its deputy 
editor Hasson A1 Bakr signalled a 
shift in approach, away from criticism 
to appreciation of the Jordanian posi- 
tion. 

“Jordan ts a land of difficult con- 
frontations and facing challenges for 
more than 40 years,” it said. “It is 
struggling through its democratic 
changes, away from the rule of the 
elite towards political pluralism, from 
the for left to tbe liar right." 

Mr. Bakr eaqrre««ed confidence in 
“Jordan’s ability to continue in its 

(Continued on page 2) 


Hamas says 
no deal yet 
with Fateh 

NICOSIA (R) — The Islamic 
movement Hamas on Tuesday 
denied it bad signed an agree- 
ment with rival Palestinian group 
Fateh to end their feuding and 
work together. in-the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories. 

“We were surprised at Fateh’s 
leadership when it published on 
June 7 a document of honour 
between Fateh and Hamas! It war 
published unilaterally and did not 
necessarily express the will and 
the opinion of the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas).” a 
Hamas statement said. 

Hie agreement was announced 
in a leaflet distributed on Sunday 
in tbe occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and signed both by the 
Muslim fundamentalist Hamas 
and by Fateh, the mam wing of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

Hamas said the statement came 
only from Fateb and discussions 
were still going on. 

Sunday’s statement said the 
two groups, which have worked 
independently, often at cross pur- 
poses, since the start of the 
Palestinian uprising in Decmeber 
1987, bad agreed to form a joint 
steering committee “in order to 
unite efforts against tbe occupa- 
tion forces.” 

Hamas opposes tbe Arab- 
Israeli peace talks and advocates 
the creation of a Palestinian state 
in place of Israel. 


PLO hopes France will put on trial 
‘Mossad agents who -killed Bseiso 9 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) said on Tuesday it hoped 
France would put on trial Israeli 
intelligence agents it acc u ses of 
killing its deputy security chief in 
Paris. • • - ■ • • - 

“We hope the French govern- 
ment will unmask the Mossad 
network active in Paris and take 
legal action,” PLO spokesman 
Ahmad Abdul Rahman told Reu- 
ters. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
blamed Mossad for the killing of 
Atef Bseiso, deputy security com- 
missioner for the PLO, outside a 
Paris hotel on Monday. 

Israeli officials dismissed the 
charge. Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir said: “I am not 
able to say anything and I don’t 
know anything.” 

Israel’s army intelligence chief 
Uri Sagje alleged Mr. Bseiso had 
been a member of the Black 
September movement which kil- 
led 11 Israeli athletes at tbe 
Munich Olympic Games in 1972. 

“We are aware of Israeli 
methods. Yitzhak Shamir’s re- 
marks, and statements saying 
Atef Bseiso was implicated in the 
Munich attack in 1972, show in- 
directly that the Israeli Mossad is 
really the instigator of the mur- 
der,” Mr. Abdul Rahman said. 

The PLO spokesman said Mr. 
Bseiso was responsible for the 
security of the Palestinian delega- 
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Atef Bseiso 


tion at tbe Middle East peace 
conference in Madrid last year. 

“In this capacity, he collabo- 
rated officially with security 
agents of other delegations pre- 
sent in Madrid to ensure the 
peace conference's security. He 
won the respect of European 
security bodies and Mossad well 
knows it,” he added. 

“By perpetrating this attack on 
the Palestinian official, Mossad 
once again tried to scuttle peace 
efforts,” he said. 

A Palestinian group led by Abu 
Nidal on Tuesday denied reports 
that it was behind the Bseiso 
lolling. 


“We have nothing at all to do 
with the assassination of Atef 
Bseiso,” a spokesman for Abu 
Nidal’s Fateh Revolutionary 
Council (FRC) told Reuters in 
Beirut. 

-- Asked about a statement pur- 
porting to come from the FRC 
claiming responsibility for the 
killing, the spokesman said; 
“This is a suspicious statement. 
These are rumours aimed at 
undermining our organisation.” 

Mr. Abdul Rahman described 
the purported FRC claim as 
Israeli propaganda. 

“Hus is only to hide Mossad's 
role, as they did in the past to 
hide their other crimes. Our 
knowledge of Mossad’s opera- 
tions and the degree of profes: 
sionalism in that crime points the 
finger- of accusation to Mossad 
and not to any other party,” he 
told Reuters. 

France condemned the assas- 
sination, but authorities shed no 
light on conflicting claims of re- 
sponsibility. 

About 90 minutes later, 
another caller said the Kach 
splinter group Kahane Lives car- 
ried out tbe assassination. That 
breakaway group was founded by 
Meir Kahane’s son Benjamin af- 
ter his father was killed. The 
caller charged the PLO was sup- 


(Continned on page 5) 


Arab writer who mocked 
Islamists killed in Cairo 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Farag 
Fodah, an Egyptian writer who 
denounced! and mocked Muslim 
fundamentalists, was gunned 
down by two masked men on a 
motorcycle on Monday evening 
and died in hospital on Tnesday. 

One of the two attackers was 
captured. 

The interior ministry said be 
was Abdul Shafei Ahmad from 
A1 Zawya AI Hamra neighbour- 
hood in Cairo, a member of Jihad 
(Holy War), the underground 
group that assassinated Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat in 1981. 

“Ahmad has confessed that he 
joined the Jihad group several 
years ago and said he started 
planning for this attack five 
months ago,” an investigator 
said. 

“He said Fadah had to be 
killed because of his attacks on 
Muslim groups. He condemned 
government criticism of Islamic 
extremists." 

The investigator, a police offic- 
er speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the second sus- 
pect’s identity was known. He 
escaped tbe shooting scene by 
abandoning the motorcycle and 
jumping aboard a commuter 
train. 

Since Jihad assassinated Mr. 
Sadat in 1982, it and other ex- 
tremist groups that splintered 
from the more moderate Muslim 
Brotherhood have attacked 


numerous officials, police and 
members of Egypt’s Coptic 
Christian minority. The groups 
want immediate implementation 
of strict Islamic laws. 

Ahmad told interrogators he 
gunned down tbe writer because 
of his outspoken attacks on mili- 
tant Islam, police said. t 

And as police searched for tbe 
second suspect, authorities gave 
security protection to other wri- 
ters and journalists who are 
known critics of extremists. 

Analysts saw Mr. .-.'Fodah’s 
assassination as a dangerous pre- 
cedent that could indicate the 
extremists are shifting their 
targets from government officials 
to writers in a campaign against 
secularists. 

Because Mr. . Fodah’s life had 
been threatened, "he bad been 
under police protection m the 
past. But be asked that it be 
cancelled because it made him 
feel uncomfortable. 

Fodah, 49, was riddled with a 
dozen bullets while getting into 
his car outside his office in 
Cairo's Nasr City. His 15-year- 
old son and a campamom were 
wounded. 

A few hours earlier he had 
announced plans to form a new 
movement to unite Egyptians of 
all religions. 


Continued on page 5) 


Iraq: Saudis mistreated 
pilgrims, 10 died 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said-on 
Tuesday that more than 10 Iraqi 
pilgrims had died because of 
Saudi mistreatment and that the 
Saudi security forces had 
molested women pilgrims. 

Religious Affairs Minister 
Abdullah Fadhel said Iraq held 
Saudi King Fahd personally re- 
sponsible for the ’‘killing of Iraqi 
pilgrims. Their blood wu not go 
in vain.” 

“We will demand compensa- 
tion for what has happened to our 
pilgrims. (King) Fahd personally 
and officially bears the responsi- 
bility,” be told a news conference 
in Baghdad. 

Mr. Fadhel said tbe pilgrims 
died in a desert camp near tbe 
Saudi dty of Medina because the 
Sandi authorities left them with- 
out food and water for five days. 

“They were forbidden to leave 
tiie camp. They didn't offer them 
food or water. Some s uffe r e d 
sunstroke. Tbe condition of many 
of them is very serious... in fact 
more titan 10 of our pilgrims have 
died,” he said. 

He said Saudi guards at the 
.Iraqi-Sandi border separated the 
women pilgrims from their male 
relatives on the pretext that they 
had to search them. “Then they 
molested them,” he added. 

“They (the pilgrims) were rob- 


bed. The Saudis robbed one 
travel agent of $36,000 and 
228,000 riyals (560,000),” he 
said. 

He said what happened to Iraqi 
pilgrims in this year's pilgrimage 
season was the worst in Muslim 
history. 

“We call upon Muslim reli- 
gious affairs ministers to hold an 
emergency meeting to discuss the 
issue,” he said. 

Iraq sent about 10,000 pilgrims 
last week to the kingdom, which 
in the Gulf war last year was the 
main launching pad for the milit- 
ary campaign to dnve Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait. 

Iraq has no diplomatic rela- 
tions with Saudi Arabia and 
travel procedures for the Iraqi 
pilgrims were negotiated through 
the Saudi embassy in Amman. 

About two million Muslims, 
half of them from abroad, 
crowded Mecca on Tuesday for 
the annual Haj, which reaches its 
dimax on Wednesday. 

The Saudis have not reported^ 
any incidents with tbe Iraqi con- 
tingent. 

Iraqi pilgrims beaded for Mec- 
ca on May 30 and they said they 
were purely on a religions mis- 
sion. But Mr. Fadhel said more 
than 50 of them were barred from 
entering Saudi territory. 


Parliament called to 
extraordinary session 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Tuesday 
summoning Parliament for an 
extraordinary session starting 
June 20. 1992. 

The extraordinary session, 
which is summoned in line with 
Article 82 of tbe Constitution, 
will be dedicated to tbe follow- 
ing topics: 

Draft laws on political par- 
ties and press and publication, 
an amendment to a law on 
youth welfare, an amendment 
to a law on the Jordan 
Academy of Arabic, a draft 
law on illegal income, a draft 
law on economic crimes, an 
amendment to a law on the 
Amman Financial Market, an 
amendments to a law on higher 
education, an amendments law 
on Jordanian universities, a 
draft labour law, a draft law on 
the Development and Employ- 
ment Fund, a draft law on 
Arabic language, a draft law 
cm the Jordanian corporation 
for gurantees on exports, an 
amendment to the value added 
tax law, a temporary amend- 
ment to a law on public debt, a 
temporary amendment to the 
law on courts, a temporary law 
on specifications and stan- 
dards, an amendment to a law 
on the formation of courts, a 
temporary law on trade li- 
cences, a temporary amend- 
ment to a law on trade li- 
cences, a temporary law on 
care for the handicapped, a 
temporary law on landlords 


and tenants, a temporary law 
on the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion, a temporary law on civil 
status, a temporary amend- 
ment to a law on civil status, a 
temporary law on the civil 
code, a temporary amendment 
to the law on the Housing 
Bank, a temporary law on the 
national building code, a tem- 
porary law on the Social Secur- 
ity Corporation, a temporary 
amendment to the Social 
Security Corporation law, a 
temporary law on the Jorda- 
nian Farmers Federation in the 
Jordan Valley, a temporary 
law on private universities, a 
temporary law on organising 
cities and villages and build- 
ings, a temporary amendment 
to a law on organising cities 
and villages-, a temporary law 
on public sewerage for munici- 
palities, a temporary law on 
the Jordan Medical Council, a 
temporary law on the Martyrs 
Fund for the Gvil Defence 
Department, a temporary law 
on education, a temporary law 
on companies, a temporary law 
on consumer tax, a temporary 
law on customs, a temporary 
law on encouraging invest- 
ments, and a temporary law on 
postal savings. 

The extraordinary session 
will also debate the Audit 
Bureau reports of 1987 
through 1990 and will follow- 
up on reports by the public 
prosecution and discuss nation- 
al issues. 


King gives 
personal 
funds for 
shrines in 
Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday 
announced that he was making 
allocations from his personal 
funds to finance the restoration of 
a shrine at the burial place of one 
of the companions of the Prophet 
Mohammad and those of two 
prophets, all buried in Jordan, as 
well as a grand mosque in Irbid. 

In a message to Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, King 
Hussein said he would himself 
follow up the process of the res- 
toration of not only these sacred 
tombs and also various mosques 
built on the tombs of other com- 
panions of the Prophet in the 
north, central and southern re- 
gions of the country. 

In his message, the King said 
that the project will be under- 
taken in recognition of the 
achievements of those great men 
whose remains are buried in the 
Kingdom. 

King Hussein said that he was 
allocating JD 500,000 for (he 
restoration of the tomb and 
shrine of Jaafar Ben Abi Taleb. 
one of the companions of the 
Prophet, buried near Karak in 
the south, and other funds for the 
restoration and upkeep of 
Prophet Shueib and Prophet 

(Continued on page 5) 


Shamir 
rules out 
Palestinian 
elections 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
told a parliamentary committee 
on Tuesday he would bar Palesti- 
nians from holding elections in 
the occupied territories this au- 
tumn, sources at the meeting 
said. 

“There will not be unilateral 
elections in October. It is in their 
imagination and without any sig- 
nificance,” Mr. Shamir told par- 
liament’s foreign affairs and de- 
fence committee. 

Palestinian leaders have said 
they would go ahead with a vote 
in tiie West Bank and Gaza Strip 
even if there was no accord with 
Israel by Oct. 30. 

U.S. -brokered Middle East 
peace talks last year set that date 
as a target for interim self-rule 
arrangements for Palestinians. 
But Israel has rejected Palesti- 
nian plans to hold internationally- 
supervised elections to prepare 
for self-rule. 

“We agree we need to continue 
negotiations on elections and in 
the past we have done this in tbe 
Camp David accords,” Mr. Sha- 
mir said in reply to a question. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a mem- 
ber of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) Executive 
Committee, said in Amman this 
week that Palestinians would 
keep preparing for elections. 

Israel is willing to offer Palesti- 
nians autonomy over local gov- 
ernment but not over key areas 
such as control of land and natu- 
ral resources. 

Mr. Shamir’s hardline Likud 
Party is competing Against the 
Labour Party led by Yitzhak 
Rabin in a June 23 general elec- 
tion. Mr. Rabin Has said be would 
give Palestinians autonomy with- 
in six months if he became prime 
minister. 

Two anti-Arab parties de- 
scended from the movement of 
assassinated rabbi Meir Kahane 
lost their supreme court appeal 
Tuesday against being banned 
from running m the June 23 
election. 

The central elections commit- 
tee, made up of politicians and 
braided by a retired judge, dis- 
qualified tbe two factions last 
week as racist and anti-demo- 
cratic. 

In Separate rulings, five-judge 
supreme court panels rejected 
their argument that they had 
dropped the racist planks from 
their platforms. 


Undercover Israelis 
kill 1 in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Undercover Israeli 
soldiers hunting for a Palestinian 
fatally shoe his cousin Tuesday, 
Arab reports said. 

The army confirmed that Taw- 
fik Sbeihat, 45, was shot, and said 
police were investigating. 

Arab accounts -said soldiers 
disguised as Arabs raided the 
village of Rumana in the northern 
West Bank looking for a Palesti- 
nian fugitive, and shot his cousin 
to death as he peered from a 
window m the pre-dawn dark- 
ness. 

Israeli employers blocked 
roads in the occupied Gaza Strip 
on Tuesday to protest at new pass 
laws preventing thousands of 
Palestinians from working in 
Israel. 

About 100 Israelis, mainly 
building contractors, chanted slo- 
gans, stopped cars and banged on 
their roofs until police threw 
them out of the tightly guarded 
strip. 

“No to permits,’’ they shouted 
at Erez checkpoint, at the north 
of the strip, where tens of 
thousands of Arabs usually 
gather at dawn to be picked up 
for work. 

Israel sealed off the strip for 
two weeks after a Gazan stabbed 
to death an Israeli girl outside Tel 
Aviv. 

It reopened the strip on Mon- 
day but tightened the rules for 
Arabs to work in Israel. 


In another development, Israel 
has curtailed the visas of some 
100 American and European 
peace activists detained this 
weekend. 

The peace activists, from the 
United States. Canada and 
Europe, are in Israel for a week 
-of demonstrations against 
occupation timed to coincide with 
25th anniversary of the 1967 war. 

Police detained 110 members 
of the group in northern Israel 
Sunday. 

A police statement said that 
the visas of those detained would 
be curtailed by the interior minis- 
try and that they would be given 
several days to leave the country. 

Kathy Kelly, who came from 
Chicago. Illinois, to protest 
against Israel's occupation of the 
territories and to promote peace, 
said the decision ro curtail the 
visas gave the activists “a taste of 
occupation.” 

“And I think we have also had 
a sense of what it is like to face 
deportation.” she said. 

Asked if the group would con- 
tinue their demonstration despite 
the orders. Ms. Kelly said that 
they had come to Israel to sup- 
port Palestinians and Israelis in 
their “mutual aspirations for a 
peaceful resolution.” 

“I doubt anyone will feel that 
after spending two days in jail he 
has achieved his gaols and is 
going to pack his bags and go 
home,” Ms. Kelly said. 


On the Occasion of the Anniversary of 
The Great Arab Revolt and Army Day 



ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 


and the Jordanian People its 
felicitations and best wishes. 
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Libya gives IRA 
information to U.K 


GENEVA (R) — Libya gave 
information on its oast contacts 
with the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) to Britain on Tuesday in a 
move that could help lessen Tri- 
poli's isolation. 

“I received some information. 
I'm transmitting it to London and 
we shall study it," British Charge 
d* Affaires Edward Chaplin, told 
reporters after a two-hour meet- 
ing at the U.N. office in Geneva. 

Libya's ambassador to Tunisia, 
Abdul Aiti Al Obeidi. a former fore-, 
ign minister, headed a four-man * 
Libyan team at the meeting. He 
said the atmosphere was “very 
friendly.” 

Foreign Office officials in Lon- 
don said it could take weeks to 
assess the information and deter- 
mine whether Libya had com- 
plied fully with Britain's request 
for information on IRA contacts, 
arms shipments and other assist- 
ance. 

"We are now studying this 
material," a spokeswoman said. 

The U.N. has applied sanctions 
against Libya for what it says its is 
failure to cooperate in estab- 
lishing who sabotaged a Pan Am 
flight over the Scottish village of 
Lockerbie in 1969 and a French 
UTA airliner over Niger in 1988. 
The bombings killed 441 people. 

Britain severed diplomatic re- 
lations with Libya in 1984 after a 
policewoman was shot dead out- 
side the Libyan embassy in Lon- 
don. Ties have been strained 
since then. 

As a condition for improved 
relations, Britain has demanded 
proof that Tripoli has ended sup- 
port for what the Foreign Office 
calls” international terrorism, in- 


cluding the IRA." 

The IRA is waging a campaign, 
including bomb attacks, in an 
attempt to end British rule in 
Northern Ireland. 

There was no immediate in- 
dication that Libya was willing to 
turn over two Libyans suspected 
of involvement in the Lockerbie 
case for trial in Britain or the 
United States, as London and 
Washington demand. 

Both Mr. Obeidi and Mr. Cha- 
plin avoided questions on the 
subject 

Mr. Obeidi said the meeting 
was very useful. 

"You thought in the beginning 
we would not talk, but we talked 
for two hours," he said. “We 
talked about our relations, we 
talked about (U.N.) Security 
Council Resolution 731.” 

That resolution, on Jan. 21, 
called on Libya "to contribute to 
the elimination of international 
terrorism" and to answer British, 
French and U.S. requests about 
the airliner bombings. 

One British request was for 
information on Libyan arms ship- 
. merits to the IRA and other 
assistance it may have given. 

Asked if he had given infomta- 
. tion on the arms shipments, Mr. 
Obeidi said: "Well, we ex- 
changed a lot of information 
which is useful to the purposes of 
Security Council Resolution 
731.” 

Libya says it has renounced 
terrorism and wrote to U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
in May offering to meet Britain's 
request for information on the 
IRA. 


Iran rebels say kidnapped 
activist still in Turkey 


ANKARA (Agency) — An Ira- 
nian opposition group has 
appealed to Turkey to save the 
life of a dissident allegedly kid- 
napped in Istanbul last week. 

"Mr. Mansour Amini was kid- 
napped last Thursday in Istanbul. 
According to the lastest informa- 
tion. he still remains captive in 
Turkey and (is) held in centres 
belonging to the (Iranian) regim- 
e’s terrorists,” said a message 
from the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq of 
Iran, which opposes the Islamic 
fundamentalist government ; in 
Iran. “ 

Mr. Amini was reported mis- 
sing last week. 

The group charged that he was 
kidnapped by the Iranian secret 
service agents to be smuggled 
into Iran and questioned about 
the downing of an Iranian jet in 
April during a raid on Mujahe- 
deen bases in Iraq. 

The Iranian embassy here on 
Monday dismissed the allegation, 
charging that the disappearance 
reflected “an internal struggle” 
within the opposition ranks. 

Massoud Rajavi. the leader of 
the Mujahedeen. had sent a mes- 


sage to Turkish Premier Suley- 
man Demirel, urging dose con- 
trol of the border and Iranian 
missions to prevent Mr. Amini's 
transfer, the statement said. 

In 1988, Turkey captured five 
Iranians who were trying .to 
smuggle a dissident out into Iran 
in a car. Two Iranian diplomats, 
allegedly implicated, were later 
withdrawn, apparently on Ank- 
ara's request. 

Last week's operations in Tur- 
key ‘ were commanded from 
Tehran by Guards Corps’ Briga- 
dier 'General Hossein Mosleh, 
commander of the Qods Force’s 
directorate of operations,” said 
the Mujahedeen statement. As 
the commandant of the Guards 
Corps' Lebanon expeditionary 
forces, Mosleh supervised the 
bombings of the barracks of the 
U.S. Marines and French troops 
in Beirut in 1983. On his return to 
Iran, he became the commander 
of the largest Guards Corps force 
in the Iran-Iraq war — the First 
Corps (SaroUah). Since the 
formation of the Qods Force in 
1990, Mosleh has been one of its 
most senior commanders. 


Sudan rebels 
say they 
briefly took 
part of Juba 

NAIROBI (R) — Sudanese rebels 
qaiH they briefly overran the 
military headquarters of govern- 
ment-held Juba, the southern 
capital, and inflicted heavy 
casualties and d a m a g e- 

“ Comman do and associated 
forces captured (an) artillery anit 
and southern command head- 
quarters and occupied them for 
three hours,” said a rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) statement dated June 7 
and given to Reuters on Monday. 

Calling the attack operation 
Jungle Storm, it added: “The 
enemy suffered very heavy 
casualties in men and equipment, 
stores were set ablaze and a thick 
Made cloud covered Juba." 

Rebel forces were now be- 
tween three and 10 kilometres 
from the nnhtaxy headquarters 
and had occupied six garrisons 
surrounding the key town of 
300,000 people. 

The attack, which SPLA 
sources said was still going on, 
came just three days after the 
rebels and go ve r nm ent ended 
talks in Nigeria's capital Abuja. 

In the first joint document 
agned by both parties since the 
war started in 1983, the two sides 
said they wonkl work towards an 
interim arrangement and ensure a 
devolution of powers to the com- 
ponent parts of Sudan as a way of 
finding a solution to the war. 

But the SPLA statement said 
the Abuja talks were "a failure" 
and had collapsed due to the 
gov e rn m ent's rejection of rebel 
demands for a secular constitu- 
tion or failing that, secession for 
the south. 

The SPLA is fighting to end 
what it sees as domination by the 
Arabised Muslim north over the 
mainly Christian blade south. 

Government forces have cap- 
tured 12 towns in a dry season 
offensive launched in March. The 
rebels have been seriously 
weakened by tbeir expulsion 
from bases in Ethiopia last year 
and a split in the leadership last 
August. 

The statement was issued by 
the mainstream SPLA factioo 
under John Garang. 

It said: “The attack on Jnba 
should show the fundamentalist 
gover nm ent that it will get the 
war that it opted for in Abuja.” It 
said the SPLA would now adopt 
“classical guerrilla warfare and 
(avoid) the static defence of 
cities." 


‘Kenya rejected Saudi 
arms ships’ 

Sudanese officials on Monday 
said Kenya had refused docking 
facilities at its Mombasa port to 
two Saudi Arabian ships allegedly 
carrying weapons for the south- 
ern rebels — but Kenya denied 
knowledge of the incident. 


Investigators wade through murky 
American ties with Iraq, Iran 


I WASHINGTON (R) — Investi- 
gators this summ er may unravel 
complex ties binding U.S. power- 
I brokers to Iran and Iraq as they 
trace charges of wroogdoing by 
the Republican foreign policy 
establishment. 

In volatile hearings and possi- 
ble trials, three inquiries will try 
to imtang le a maze of policies 
I spanning a dozen years, hoping to 
I support the allegations or put 
them to rest. 

In the background is the Nov. 3 
presidential election, with both 
Democrats and Republicans 
looking for any posable political 
I fallout from the Middle East in- 
| vestigations. 

The probes centre on complex 
! and at times secret ties between 
some of the top Republican 
| statesmen of the past d e cade and 
the twin superpowers of the Mid- 
dle East. They are asking ques- 
tions that reach into the White 
House. 

— Did President George Bush 
puisne a misguided aid policy 
that helped aim Iraq in the runup 
to the Gulf war? 

— Did senior Republicans lie 
; to Congress about the explosive 
Iran gate anns-for-bostages scan- 
dal. possibly to shield tbeir super- 
iors? 

j — Could the Ronald Reagan- 
Bush campaign team have struck 
I an earlier hostage-weapons swap 
with Tehran that helped foil Pres- 
: ideut Jimmy Carter's reelection 
effort of 1980s? 

Mr. Bush puts the charges 


down to election-year politics. 

And experts say that while the 
ground is fertile for conspiracy 
theorists, the investigators are 
unlikely to dig up bard evidence 
that hurts Mr. Bush’s presidential 
campaign. 

"It’s ironic that these things arc 
all coming to head but they are on 
separate tracks, and by the time 
die tracks cross in a meaningful 
way, the election will be long 
over,” said Scott Armstrong, a 
professor at American University. 

“I could have had devastating 
consequences for the political 
ambition s of George Bush if the 
three different tracks co n verged 
sooner," Mr. Armstrong said. 

The ties span the 1980 rise and 
reign of the Reagan-Bush 
and stretch into the Bush pres- 
idency. 

Democrats hope the probes 
win unearth facts that point to 
Mundering or wrongdoing by the 
Republicans and undenmne Mr. 
Bush's claim as a foreign policy 
S t^tral . eu t. * 

“If the find fin gerprin t s on a 
smoking gun, there is potential 
for an explosion.. But that has to 
be put m context of the real 
domestic issues of this cam- 
paign,” said Kenneth Stein, who 
advised Carter on die Middle 
East. 

“All three of these (investiga- 
tions) could shoot political 
blanks, but Fm not one to say 
never — particularly as far as the 
Middle East a co n ce rn ed,” Mr. 
Stan added. 


Democrats are fiercely pressing 
allegations that flawed Republi- 
can policy led to secret arms sales 
to Iraq — aims that were later 
turned on Kuwait in the Gulf 
war. 

“We tried .to work with him,” 
Mr. Bush said of Iraq’s Saddam 
Hondo tins week. “I know what 
we did, it wasn't anything 
illegal." 

But fop Democrats want an 
independent prosecutor to get 
onto the case after reams of 
newly declassified memos, some 
damaging, point to the tight na- 
ture of U.S.-Iraqi ties. 

“Yes, these probes are politic- 
aL But yes, they are valid too. 
There are lessons to be learned," ■ 
said Daniel Pipes, an analyst at 
the Foreign Policy Research In- 
stitute. 

Bnsb aides admitted they made 
a bad mistake by granting Bagh- 
dad agricultural loans so dose to 
the Kuwait invasion but said the 
policy seemed prudent at die 
time . They also stressed there 
was no proof that Baghdad used 
the money to buy arms. 

“There nonetheless exists the 
potential to play into the election, 
particularly if the Bush adminis- 
tration handles it badly,” said 
Geoffrey Kemp, a senior adviser 
to Mr. Reagan and now an 
analyst at die Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace. 

“But in die absence of some 
smoking gun, I think the s torie s 
have gone about as far as they can 
go,” he said. 


Algeria arrests 14 armed Muslim 
activists, releases 641 detainees 
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ALGIERS (Agencies) — Alge- 
rian security forces arrested 14' 
armed Muslim activists in various 
parts of the country at the 
weekend, the official news agen- 
cy APS said on Monday. 

The included six suspected 
members of the Aimed Islamic 
Movement in Algeria (M1AA), 
which issued a statement on May 
20 saying it would launch holy 
war against police and magis- 
trates from June 20. 

Quoting paramilitary police 
sources, APS said the six were 
found in possession of explosives 
at Baraki, 45 kilometres south of 
AlgiersrAbout 10 other members 
of the group were arrested a few 
days before, the agency added. 

Six members of another group, 
whose leader was believed to be a 
supporter of the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), were 
arrested in the Anres mountain 
area of Ras Laayonn near Batna 
in eastern Algeria. 

Two other people were 
arrested at a road block in the 
town of Larina, 25 kilometres 
south of Algiers, when police 
found a submachinegun in their 
vehicle. 

Earlier, Algiers Radio re- 
ported that more than 600 Mus- 
lim fundamentalists have been 
released from a desert detention 
camp to coincide with 'Eid Al 
Adha holiday. 

Several hundred other de- 


tainees arrested and held without 
charges under the government's 
Feb. 9 state of emergency have 
been released in tbc past week, 
the radio said. An exact number 
was not available. 

The 641 people freed from the 
Bordj Omar driss detention cen- 
tre southwest of Algiers effective- 
ly emptied the camp, the radio 
said. 

Mo hammad Bondiaf, bead of 
the army-backed high state com- 
mittee which seized power in 
January, promised tbc releases to 
coincide with ‘Aid Al Adha to be 
c elebra t ed Thursday. 

Three other detention ce n tre 
are to be dosed and detainees 
moved to the north. Tempera- 
tures in the overcrowded desert 
camps are eftmbing towards 40 
degrees C (104 degrees F). 

Tbousands of people have been 
arrested since the government 
took power, ca n celled legislative 
elections that likely would have 
been won by the FES and banned 
the party. Most of the party 
leaders are in custody, and troops 
continue to pursue armed fun- 
damentalists who have vowed to 
fight. 

More than 60 police and secur- 
ity forces have been wounded or 
killed since mid-February, j 

A retired police officer driving 
through an Algiers suburb was 
shot and killed Sunday by un- 


known gunmen who fled in 
another car. 

On Friday, the buDet-iukfled 
body of a young policeman was 
discovered m an Algiers cemetery, 
one day after . he had been 
abducted from outside his home, i 
The killers woe still at large, 
police said. 

■ The go vernm ent, meanwhile, 
has announced a' series of met- : 
sores it hopes will improve the 
econom y and undermine gras- 
sroots supp ort for fundamental- 
ism among poor, urban i youth. I 
' But on Monday, ' a human ! 
rights group sent an open letter to 
the government complaining of" 
the scarcity of medicine and its 
skyrocketing price. 

The National Human Rights 
Observatory said the price of 
medicine has risen 700 percent in j 
the past few months. “The scarci- 
ty of m ed ic a tio n or its non-availa- 
bility because of a prohibitively 
high cost has interrupted treat- 
ment of diabetes, hypertension, 
heart disease, ulcers, asthma and 
chronic respiratory ^sufficiency,” 
the group wrote. 

State-nm radio said 10 doctors 
at a hospital in Batna have res- 
igned to protest die lade of drugs. 
In some hospitals, die families of 
p a t ient s most provide their own 
surgical thread, compresses, 
syringes and alcohol, hospital 
workers said. 
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Emir allows 64 Bahraini exiles to return 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Bahrain’s filler. Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa, has granted amnesty to 64 Bahrainis living in cxfle ancc 
1980 on the occasion of the feast of Eid AlAdba, it was reported 
Tuesday .This was the second batch of Bahrainis allowed to.returo 
after bping abroad for more than a decade. Two months ago, on . 
the occasion of Ramadan, the emir granted a similar amnesty to 57. 
It is customary in all Islamic countries for riders to declare 
a mpere or pardon large numbers of prisoner on the occasion of i 
main Muslim or national feasts. The official announcements say 
these Bahrainis “left the country of their own .accord after, 
committing violations of laws and regulations and disrupting the 
safety and security of the country.” It is not known if more , 
Bahrainis are in the same predicament abroad. Nor were there 
details on the purported security violations. " 

Radical group pulls out of Ethiopia polls 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — An Ethiopian radical Islamic political 
group on Monday said it had withdrawn from regional elections to 
be held on June 21 because of intimidation. The tetanic Front for 
the Liberation of Oromia ((FLO), one group representing the 
populous Oromo tribe, said in a statement its offices bad been 
closed down in Addis Ababa and other towns and “thousands” of 
supporters were detained. It added that forces of the Ethiopian 
People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRD F). w hich 
dominates the government, were hunting down IFLQ supporters in 
die Oromos' home areas. Diplomats say the northern, Christian- 
based EPRDF has dashed on several occasions with IFLO forces in 
the. southeast of the country and killed top IFLO leaders in 
sbootouts. 

French-Arab youths protest friend’s death 

PARIS (R) — French youths of Arab origin rampaged through a 
Paris working-class suburb after one of their friends was killed in a 
knife fight at the weekend, officials said on Tuesday. Regional 
administrator Jean Maffret told reporters several dozen youths 
smashed shop windows and damaged parked cars in the centre of 
Argenteuil, north of Paris, on Monday evening and again around 
Midnight. At least three were arrested. Reporters at the scene said 
the youths. French-born children of inunigrants from former 
French North African colonies, believed the killing of their 
19-year-okl friend has racially motivated. Detectives investigating 
the case told local newspapers they believed the youth, on leave 
from service as a conscript in the French army, was peddling 
hashish when lulled by a client in a dispute over prices. 


Israel to acquire Berlin embassy building 

WASHINGTON (AP) — In another twist brought by the end of 
the cpid war, a building long known as communist Cuba's embassy 
in east Berlin, is to become the Israeli embassy for unified 
Germany, courtesy of its Jewish owners. With Berlin replacing 
bonn as the German capital. Israeli plans to move its embassy into 
the Berlin structure, the U.S.-based World Jewish Congress (WJQ 
said Monday. WJC Executive Director Elan Steinberg said the 
building, located in the heart of recently unified Berlin, was used as 
a school for deaf mutes until the Nazis came to power in 1933 and 
con fi scated a U Jewisb-owned properties. With the 1945 allied 
victory. East Berlin became the capital of communist East 
Germany, and the authorities gave the former Jewish school to' 
Cuba, their* <3a£e ally, to use as an - embassy. Tbc- Cubans how 
maintain a diplomatic presence in Bonn and it is not known here 

when or whether they will move it -to Berlin. 

^ .. jAi-- 

Kurdish journalist killed in T urkey 

ANKARA (R) — A Kurdish newspaper journalist was lolled by an 
unidentified gunman in the southeastern city of Diyarbakir, an 
official of the daily said on Tuesday. Hafiz Akdemir, 27, was killed 
by a single shot to his head on Monday morning as he walked to the 
offices of the : Ozgur Gundem where he worked as a reporter, editor 
Veli Ozdemir told Reuters. The gunman escaped on foot. Mr. 
Akdemir had served a seven-year jail term for separatism from 
1984 for his links with the Kurdish National Liberators (KUK), a 
secessionist group active in the late 197Qs. The banned Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) has been leading the fight for an independent 
Kurdish state in tire southeast since 1984. More than 3,800 people 
have been killed in the insurgency. Mr. Ozdemir said Mr. 
Akdemir’s slaying bore similarities to the killing of three other 
journalists in the southeast in the past, who all died after being shot 
in the head. 


Amnesty regrets German arms deliveries 
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Jordan calls for end to differences 


(Contiaued from page 1) 

path despite the challenges wt 
started with the Arabisation of 


The writer noted that Jordan had 
started the process of detnocratisation 
as far back as 1957 but had stumbled. 
“For more than 30 years (since then) 
Jordan lived through a stage of vari- 
ables foil of dangers which reached 
their peak in the 1967 war,” be said. 

The Al Kaiameh Battle of March 
1968 was a turning point for Jordan to 
end the state of deterioration and 
defeat, he wrote. The 1970s consti- 


tuted a stage of attaining reconstruc- 
tion and launching a number of de- 
velopment projects and tnnkfing in- 
frastructure. 

The Jordanian economy, he said, 
managed to attain a high rate of 
growth accompanied by the spread of 
education so that Jordan has 10 am- 
vexsities, inducting three government- 
owned universities. 

The writer said these changes were 
not concomitant: with political de- 
velopments mid that 'is why King 
Hussein decided to quickly resume 
parliamentary life, which had come to 
a standstill after the severance of 
formal Hnfcs with the West Bank in 


1988, and held parliamentary elec- 
tions in 1989. 

“In Jordan no-one can say that any 
specific party is the government once 
the regime does not have a party that 
rules m bis name and this could be 
attributed to fact that the supreme 
leadership of die country enjoys the 
endorsement of everyone,** Mb. Bakr 
wrote. 

“Everybody, from the extreme 
right to the right, to die Independents 
— to the leftists, di s agr ee s with each 
other everything, bat they agree on 
one thing: The King himself and the 
continuation of the monarchy.” 

The 19S9 elections, be noted, were 
held under the supervision of Sharif 
Ze*d and “all obs e rvers had agreed 
that die elections produced the first 
Parliament which enjoys foU free- 
doms and freedom of the press.” 


ETTLINGEN, Germany (R) — The human rights organisation ' 
Amnesty International criticised the Bonn government on Monday , 
for lifting its arms embargo on Turkey. The decision gave the 
wrong message about the human rights situation in Turkey, the I 
German branch of Amnesty said in a resolution at its annual' 
conference. Germany said last week it had decided to remove its 
ban on military aid to NATO partner Turkey after Ankara 
.promised German weapons would not be used against guerrillas at I 
borne. Relations were soured when Bonn stopped supplying! 
military aid in March, saying Turkey used Gemtan-supplied 
annoured cars against the Kurdish minority in the south-east in 
violation of a pledge not to use such arms in domestic conflicts. In I 
.their resolution. Amnesty delegates said: “Still we hear more 
reports of murders and massacres of Kurdish villagers in southeast- 
ern Turkey. “In view of this,- it is to be feared that German 
weapons will again be used in the future to commit shameful acts ! 
such as torture and murder under the pretext of defentfing against 
terrorist actions.” 
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JORDAN CELEBRATES REVOLT — Jordan today 
(Wednesday) celebrates Army and Gnat Arab Revolt Day, a 
revolt led fiy the late Sharif Bnssdn Ben AH earlier this centmy to 
(killil the aspirations of tbe Arab nation In Hberatfan, Independence 
and unity. On tbe eve of the aimiversary, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, paid trfliate to tbe late Sharif Hussein for his endeavours to 
serve his nation and his effort to provide protection to the holy 
places of Palestfee and Jerusalem and ins relentless drive to bring 
about liberation to the Arab world Dram French and British 
colonial nde. (see p. 5). Jordan, which inherited the Great Arab 


Revolt, its principles and objectives, is still striving to achieve those 
niw goals in cooperation with the Arab states, said Petra. 
FoUowtng in the footsteps of his ancestors and his grandfather, the 
late TEing Abdullah, founder of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Ufa Majesty King Hussein has given dne cure and concern to the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, contianansly providing these forces with 
the means to provide protection to the homeland, said Petra. In the 
course of achieving this goal, the agency said. King Hussein 
created Mufa University with its military institute to train and turn 
out capable and efficient officers to lead tbe Arab forces towards 


Ancient theatre to resound with contemporary 
sound of Lebanese musician, Marcel Khalifeh 


By tea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The musician 
who rejects labels, does not 
believe in “artificial'’ symbols 
and -professes a human 
approach to his art, the 
Lebanese WfercsA'Xhafifeh, is. 
m the second timm'. 
to perform in front of an autii- - ■ 
race that bolds him in awe. 

*T live the life of a normal 
Arab citizen. Whatever I feel 1 
translate into music,” he says 
trying to dispel the myth of a 
super hero, of a person living 
in his fftxry tower. 

“My ambitions are ample, 
nothing philosophical. All our 
life issad. We cry, have prob- 
lems, worry. Every parting 
could be , tb«* last one; even 
sending our children to school is 
done with a sense of finality. I 
ask for little. I want to preserve 
life and find happiness.” 

Little indeed, hot not modi 
so when living in war-torn 
Lebanon and with the intensity 
that seems to pervade tbe little 
frame of tbe artist who gesticu- 
lates when talking, wringing 
his hands, trying to convey his 
feelings expressively. 

In town for a few days, with 
his 30-member group A1 Maya- 
deco, Mr. Khalrfeh is perform- 
ing between June 10-13 at the 
Roman Amphitheatre in 
downtown Amman for, again, 
a humanitarian cause. Jordan 
Sports Federation for the 
Handicapped has organised 
the event whose proceeds will 
go to the handicapped. 

Hie concert will have, 
according : to the artist, both 
old and new songs: The new 
ones, he says, are going to be 
more violent “We can never 
say no. We have been tram- 
pled on for so long. At least in 
songs we have the power to say- 
no/ ' Mr. Khalifeh says, adding 
that a strong reaction and in- 


teraction from and with the 
audience is' expected. What the 
group wants, Mr. Khalifeh 
says, is to change the sen- 
timentalism of the Arabic 
songs. “We will be more 
aggressive, we will shout in our 
new songs.” Poets whose 
verses Mr. KhaKfeh has put in 
music include Xe baricse, .T ala! 
Haydar an.d Mohammad 
■'Abdall&ih,, ! 
Mahmoud DarwishT 
While calling their songs 
nationalistic, but “not tnfiama- 
tory,” Mr. Khalifeh strongly, 
afinns his creed: “I am not a 
touristic artist- Z do not sing for 
towns, I ting for people, about 
people.” It is also an assertion 
that tries to absolve the muti- 
-tians of the “guilt” of not 
tinging, as one reporter put it, 
for Amman, Beirut, or some 
other “convenient” town. 

“We touch on a variety of 
themes and sing for a variety of 
causes: Lebanese, Palestinian, 
Arab. We sing for people from 
all walks of life: a driver, a 
greengrocer, a revolutionary. 
But I do not believe in certain 
symbols. I am not concerned 
about die new world order. I 
care for people.” 

Asked about the projects 
and music for die future, Mr. 
Khalifeh talked about tradi- 
tions; popular or religious, be 
says traditions are used for his 
“new style” music. His music, 
known as the new song for 
some time, “has become okL 
Let’s just call it song,” be says, 
reiterating that music is his life, 
that the song is “the easiest 
way to be near people.” 

The issue of intifada not 
having been present enough in 
his songs is presented by Mr. 
Khalifeh as a technical prob- 
lem and not one of umnvohre- 
nreot. “Art can never reach- 
and. represent the intensity of 
real fife. The artist tries to 
equal life in his/her representa- 
tions, but it is not easy. But it is" 
not true we did not sing 



Marcel KhaKfeh 

enough about the children of 
die stone,” Mr. Khalifeh says 
enumerating quite a few titles 
of songs dedicated to the in- 
tifada. 

The musician, born in the 
village of Amshit, just north of 
Beirut, explains how the songs 
came into being. “I would like 
a poem and put it into music. 

No poet wrote especially for 
me. I did not even know any 
until recently when I came to 
know some. But my music is an 
easy vehicle for tbe poems. 
The audience takes (absorbs) 
the poetry easier from my 
music.” 

Amid tbe questions asked by 
the journalists, the one regard- 
ing the ; entrance fees seemed 
to elicit the most talk. Defend- 
ing tbe price (JD 7, not much 
higher than a sophisticated 
hamburger at a fancy res-, 
taurant), a spokesman ex- 
plained that the group subsists 
on its muse and that it never 
performed but for a humanita- 
rian cause. 


Tel: 677420 




“We do not have a salary at 
tiie end of the month. And we 
do not have an institution sup- 
porting ns. Even singing for 
free would request lots of per- 
missions from lots of minis- 
■ tries, a task not easy to take to 
an end,” he said, adding that 
paying all legal dues and trans- 
portation is the group’s respon- 
sibility. 

“Even a video of our per- 
formance has to be paid for by 
ns,” was another statement, 
which brought up the issue of 
piracy and lack of copy rights 
in Arab countries. But that was 
not as bitterly resented by tbe 
artists as their inability to get 
visas to “some Arab countries, 
where maybe Jews would get 
in without any problem.” 

Whatever the problems they 
face or faced, the musicians 
remain committed to translat- 
ing into music their feelings 
and experiences. And to serv- 
ing the cause of the people 
they represent and from whose 
traditions they draw their 
roots. 


Tel: 634144 


i) TEEN AGENT 

‘ Shows: 2, 830, 10-30 


2) MUSIC FEVER 

Show 1230. 330. 630 


A1 MasMni Theatre 


and everyday at 8:30 

The Musical Play 


In conjunction with the National Troupe for 
Traditional Arts directed by Mohammad; 
Dmour * 

SOON Sindfaul and Shahrarad ptey j 
directed by Hakim Harb • / 


1) DEATH WARRANT! 

2) GHOST £ 

Shows: Death. 1030. 1230. 230. 830. 1030 
\ Shows: GHOST. 430. 630 . 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


Adel Ipiam & Yusra 
in 

AL IRHAB 




achieving the objectives of the Great Arab revolt. Petra said that 
the Royal Court Tuesday received cables of good wishes addressed 
to l Stag Hussein and the Hashemite family from heads and 
representatives of various public and private sectors in Jordan. 
The cables, which included those sent by the prime minister and 
other dignitaries, voiced supp ort for the King’s continued en- 
deavours to confront tbe Zionist plots and end injustice to tbe 
Palestinian people. Petra said that the cables paid tribute to the 
King for his call on tbe Arab states to transcend splits ami 
differences created by tin Gulf crisis and to unite their ranks in a 


£ 

it 


y 


drive to seek a just and durable peace in the Middle East region. 
Also on the eve of the anniversary, field Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of The Jordanian Armed 
Forces, sent a cable to King Hussein reaffirming the allegiance of 
tbe Armed Forces to tbe Hashemite throne and paying tribute to 
the leaders of the Great Arab Revolt who led the struggle for 
freedom for the Arab world. On the occason, all government 
departments and public institutions will remain dosed Wednesday 
and wfll also close Thursday through Monday as a public holiday 
marking the Eid A1 Adha (feast of sacrifice) 


Arab Doctors Union to attend 
human rights meeting in Libya 
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JORDANIAN PRODUCTS ON EXHIBIT — Under tbe 

patronage of Hk Excellency Dr. Abdullah Ensonr and deputising 
for .hbn, Dr,.MWwan A1 A wad opened an exhibition at the Plaza 
Hotel. The exhibition contains displays of leather gpods, embroid- 
ery, upholstery, accessories' glassware and 1 marble. Thirty com- 
panies ! are. g@rtidpatiag’’ , m i the ettiMt ‘Which ' p o rtrays the 
afl ytncfipr pt.pf the Jordanian product.--- ^ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Doctors Union will participate in 
the meetings of the International 
Community for Human Rights 
which will open in Libya Satur- 
day, according to the federation's 
secretary-general Hassan Khreis. 

Dr. Khreis said that the union 
will also be presented at a 
celebration by President Qadhafi 
with a human rights award which 
is devoted this year to the estabf 
lishment of an international cenr 
■ ore fgr combatting AIDS. . 

1 He said that tire International 


Committee for Human Rights 
will discuss in its meeting issues 
such as human rights and the new 
world order, human rights in the 
Third World and the Arab demo- 
cratic model. 

The committee will also discuss 
the importance of a new interna- 
tional order for human rights, 
changing means and procedures 
for preserving human rights, re- 
forming the United Nations* sys- 
tem and finding an international 
judicial "system for combatting 
terrorism. Dr. Khreis added. 
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66 When Christian Lacroix , the master of 
'haute couture' - high fashion - held 
shows in the Gulf to launch his 
perfume 'C'est La Vie', DHL made sure 
that the unique clothes were speedily 
and safely shipped between destinations 
by an on-board courier. DHL not only 
handled our air express requirements, 
but acted as consultants. 

Their knowledge of import and export 
regulations in the region saved us a 
great deal of worry, 


Managers take their business seriously. 
They knowthe big difference that using 
DHL's air express services can make - a 
difference that can add up to millions! 
That's why DHL takes its air express 
services seriously. 

Seriously enough to invest continually in 
staff development, computer tech- 
nology and service infrastructure. 


DHL has the most extensive shipment 
tracking computer network in the 
Middle East, multi-million dollar airport 
facilities, unrivalled customs clearance 
and exclusive access to the SNAS 
fleet of aircraft. 

With the world's largest network of 
1,500 offices in 192 countries, customer 
shipments never leave DHL's control 


Louis-Benoit Barth 
Christian Dior 


from collection to their final delivery. 
The results are serious advantages - 
superior speed, reliability and peace of 
mind ... that's the real difference when 
using DHL Worldwide Express. 
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Economic Forum 


By Dr. AbdaOt MaDti 


The financial and real economy 


Although it was a setback to Jordan and its economy in many 
aspects, the Gulf crisis was, in financial terms, a blessing in 
disguise. Related inflows of foreign aid tided die treasury oyer 
i<tan tiwifis and returnee's remittances served to boost the foreign 
exchange reserves of the Kingdom. 

Before the crisis, Jordan's foreign aid targets did not go beyond 
acquiring a maximum of S200-300 million of Arab aid per annum. 
During 1991, the government received some $900 in outright 
grants and extremely soft loans. More is bound to follow in the 
current year. 

It is widely acknowledged that the Gulf crisis and the ensuing 
demographic movements in the area, together with the blockade- 
on Iraq, generated certain parallel flows of foreign currencies to 
Jordan or through it chiring the last 22 months. Those flows have 
been strengthening Jordan's balance of payments and augmenting 
our foreign exchange reserves. The extent of this favourable 
impact is greater than what is suggested by published figures 
because an important part of these flows is unrecorded and can 
not consequently be reflected in official data. 

Understandable, this financial “abudance" has created an 


atmosphere of sanguinity within ‘the ranks of political and 
economic leadership. Public finances "are relaxed and Jordan is 
looking with hope to the future. If these favourable trends are to 
continue into 1993, in terms of foreign aid and capital inflows, 
there will be a very good reason for optimism. 

But there should not be airy reasons for overopthnfam or a 
tendency on the part of economic managers to expect that 
somebody or something will do the trick for us all along. We are 
stifl talking about financial achievements; the real economic facts 
are something different. 

In real economic terms, however, thc-Jordaman economy is stiD 
marred, let us remember, by what is termed the three cardinal 
economic plagues, namely unemployment, sluggish or low' growth 
and inflation. The accumulation of foreign exchange does not 
solve any of them. These reserves are merely a poor sort of 
investment abroad which create jobs only for foreigners. Wiping 
out the budget deficit heralds only the setting of the stage for the 
start of work to tackle these problems. 

The Jordanian economy has proved so far tbaf it is resOiept and 
strong enough to tolerate the very burdensome load of these 
vices. There is only one reasonable explanation for that: 


Jordanians are living on tbeir savings. It is from these savings that 
they finance the rises in the costs of living as thdr real incomes are 
stationary or increasing at a rate less than the rate of inflation. 
Unemployed labourers draw on the pennies that they saved fbr 
these rainy days; alternatively they are shielded by the extended 

famil y 

But the tolerance of the Jordanian economy is not limitless. 
The national savings are also cxhanstaMc- Their basic and normal 
task is to fin*™**- investment not consumption otherwise the 
structure of the Jordanian economy wiD be .seriously enfeebled. 

One really hopes that the present optimism which overhangs 
the economic stage t ha nks to financial abndance will not blur our 
virion or tempt os to stay relaxed. There is a lot to be done. It is 
our impression that if things remain favourable daring the next 15 
months, the Jordanian economy win make it. Wc are still talking 
about tiie continuation of foreign aid and attraction of capital 
flianVp to the ongoing process of payment liberalisation. If the 
frttn yial pmcpCTTTy is to be fruitful, it has to be backed by a 
matching snccess in the real economic world, such as investment, 
exports and import sobstitntion. 


Kuwait’s wrong track Arab Americans active at all levels of political process 


KUWAITI NEWSPAPERS’ attacks on His Majesty 
King Hussein in particular and Jordan as a whole bear 
the hallmark of a government that cannot forgive 
anybody, be they brothers or friends, for calling the 
spade a spade during the Giilf crisis. At the root of the 
new wave of slander against Jordan is the continued 
and totally unjustified vindictiveness of the Kuwaiti 
leaders especially against those who paid with sweat 
and blood the price of b uilding Kuwait. 

Sorely the darkness that permeated the min ds of 
those who wrote and published defamatory remarks 
about Jordan cannot reach such low level as to deny 
the Jordanian military contributions during the earlier 
Iraqi-Kowaiti conflict when the troops of the late Iraqi 
leader Abdul Karim Kassim had threatened the 
well-being and independence of Kuwait. Jordan then 
was in the forefront of those Arab states that rushed to 
rescue Kuwait from the Iraqi designs out of respect for 
Arab ideals and principles that no Arab state may 
attack another Arab state and occupy it by force no 
matter what the historical pretexts may have been. 

As for the new Kuwait in the wake of the Gulf war, 
it is common knowledge that its human rights’ record 
towards the Pales tinians «nd Jor danians and Others 
who actually played a pivotal role in constructing 
modern Kuwait was indeed a dismal one that tarnished 
the image of Arabs everywhere. How can the leaders of 
Kuwait explain and condone the way they had treated 
all the Arab and non-Arab communities which had 
made Kuwait their home for decades without ever 
attaining any degree of civil or political rights as if they 
wore expendable commodities. 

On the other hand, those Kuwaiti journalists who go 
as far as casting doubt and, suspicion over the history 
of this country should very well know that Jordanians 
have been at the forefront of every effort to serve 
pan-Arabism aud its noble goals. Jordanians paid with 
their blood to save Palestine and other Arab lands 
from the designs and aggression of others. The 
contemporary record of Jordan is matched only by the 
historical record of Sharif Hussein Ibn Ali who 
launched the Great Arab Revolt to liberate the 
homeland from occupation and colonialism. 

Events did not happen always to oar liking, as the 
Kuwaiti journalists themselves know. But the spirit of 
Jordan never faltered. It stayed on course unimpeded 
by the designs of foreign powers and the hatred or 
envy of rich brothers. It is this same spirit that cried 
out against the Gulf war and against the expulsion of 
thousands of Palestinians and Jordanians from 
Kuwait, and it is the same spirit that the Kuwaiti 
rulers and their mouthpieces are attacking so vigor- 
ously these days. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL DUSTOUR daily commented on the four Arab ministers’ 
meeting in Amman to discuss the Arab-Israeli peace negotiations 
and said that such meetings are of vital importance for solidarity 
among Arab states prior to the coming round of negotiations in 
Rome. The paper said that the four ministers have set the tone for 
yet more enlarged meetings among Arab ministers to discuss the 
situation in view of Israel's intransigence. Such meetings are of 
utmost importance if the Arabs are to unite their position vis-a-vis 
Israel's obstinacy and its rejection of U.N. resolutions and the 
international legitimacy, said the paper. It said that coordination 
among the Arab parties is bound to help unite the Arabs and 
enable them to better present their case to the world. Israel, said 
the paper, continues to reject any exchange of land for peace in 
the course of implementing U.N. resolutions and continues to 
reject any just peace with the Arabs. Furthermore, Israel rejects 
any bid to implement U.N. Security Council Resolution 42S, on 
withdrawal from Lebanon, and the four ministers' final statement 
was careful to mention these facts and to demand that the world 
community in general and the Security Council in particular take 
speedy steps to force Israel to comply with the requirements of 
peace, the paper added. The paper said that the meeting marked 
another milestone on the part of the Arab confrontation states to 
reestablish solidarity among the Arans in order to ensure more 
support for their joint efforts in the peace process and in regaining 
Arab rights and lands. 

A COLUMNIST in Sam AJ Shaab daily defended Jordan’s 

position in the face of the onslaught launched through hostile 
campaigns against the Kingdom by Gulf states media. Salameh 
Ekour said that those undertaking the hostile campaigns are 
Arabs who stubbed their nation in the back and are seeking 
protection from the foreign nations and the colonial powers which 
are intent on looting Arab oil wealth. Calling the Gulf regimes 
dummies in' the hand of (he foreign nations, the writer said that 
they had unleashed their media to spread insults and curses left 
and right against all decent and honest people of the Arab Nation 
because these regimes are blinded by the fire of the burning oil 
and are blinded by arrogance. Perhaps these regimes are terrified 
of the democratic system that is blossoming in Jordan and 
threatening to affect other parts of the Arab World. Jordan is 
being attacked by these regimes simply because it stood Ann in 
the face of any foreign intervention, calling for an Arab solution 
to the Kuwaiti question and because it rejected the idea of 
stationing foreign troops on Arab land, said the writer. Jordan, he 
added, has refused to go astray like the other Arabs who backed 
the colonialists and those who chose to stab their brothers in tbe 
back. In addition to the attacks, said the writer, die Kuwaitis 
decided to evict 300,000 Palestinians who had built the emirate 
from scratch over the past four decades. But, he said Jordan is 
ready to welcome all the Arabs and to give them shelter when 
fleeing such atrocities like those committed by some Arabs who 
fear democracy and justice. . 


By Rosalind Mandine 

WASHINGTON — Arab Amer- 
icans are actively involved at all 
levels of the 1992 electron cam- 
paigns, reflecting an .all-out effort 
by the community to solidly 
establish itself in the U.S. politic- 
al process. 

Arab American leaders 
emphasise that the community 
should be a bi-partisan commun- 
ity by getting involved in both die 
Democratic and Republican par- 
ties. 

“Wc need to have influence on 
both sides,” James Zogby, die 
president of the Arab American 
Institute (AAI), said in a briefing 
on the elections June 3. 

Mr. Zogby noted that an in- 
creasing number of local cam- 
paign coordinators for the candi- 
dates are Arab Americans, in- 
cluding those responsible for 
Governor Chilton's campaigns in 
Dallas, Texas, and in Jacksonvil- 
le, Florida, and for President 
Bush's campaign in Dearborn, 
Flint and Detroit, Michigan. 

Getting Arab Americans 
elected as delegates to local, state 
and national party conventions, 
.which will ultimately nominate 
the presidential candidates, is a 
major goaL for the community in 


1992, he said. 

AAI has focused on the re- 
search, training and political 
organisation needed to support 
Arab Americans running for de- 
legate skits and has town meet- 
ings in 11 cities thronght the 
United States to assist the com- 
munity in this process. 

• According to AAI, approx- 
imately 350 Arab Americans 
have won delegate skits at the 
local and state levels, with con- 
centrations in Texas, Iowa, Cali- 
fornia, Michigan, Florida and 
Virginia, and approximately 30 
more Arab Americans have been 
elected to attend the national 
Republican and Democratic par- v 
ty conventions fins summer. 

These numbers '‘reflect in the 
institutionalisation of Arab 
Americans into the process,” Mr. 
Zogby said. 

Another important venue for 
influence in the Democratic Re- 
publican parties is through the 
platform committees — where 
file parties' policies bn domestic 
and foreign issues are debated 
and formulated. AAI officials 
have noted that Arab Americans 
have succeeded in getting the 
community’s voice heard on 
issues of concern. 

Arab Americans axe seeking 




“to shape the debate” on such 
issues of concern as the U.S. 
Middle. East policy, Mr. Zogby 
said. 

According to AAI, Democratic 
and Republican party platform 
resolutions on the Middle East 
have been passed at the local 
level in Iowa, Texas, Washington 
and Maine. These resolutions, 
which call for a negotiated peace 
settlement based on land for 
peace, will also be considered in 
the state co nven t i ons of these 
four states, as well as in Minneso- 
ta, South Dakota, Virginia and 

Michigan* 

On a national level, Arab 
American leaders have presented 
their communities' views on 
domestic and foreign policy issues 
to the national parties. James 
Zogby addressed the Democratic 
Pisiform Commit te e in May and 
George Salem, co-founder of 
AAI, spoke to tbe Republican 
Platform Committee in early 
June. 

Mr. Zogby noted that Arab 
Americans are “involved state- 
by-state with (Democratic) party 
leadership to crane up with' com- 
promise language” on the Middle 
East for die platform. The AAI 
has submitted platform planks to 
file Democratic National Con- 


in 


hands of Irish voters 


By Simon AHerman 

Reuter 

DUBLIN — The fate of the 
European Community wfli be in 
the hands of the Irish people 
when they vote in a referendum 
on fiie Maastricht Treaty next 
week. 

Following the shock rejectioil 
of the treaty by Danish voters last 
week, a “no” victory in Ireland 
on June 18 would destroy plans of 
the other 11 EC states to press 
ahead with ratification in the 
hope the Danes will change their 
minds. 

“Another rejection will kill the 

“Another rejection 
will kill the treaty 
stone dead. It’s im- 
possible to imagine 
the 10 being able to 
carry on. It really 
will be back to the 
drawing board. In 
normal circumst- 
ances, a resound- 
ing ‘yes’ to the 
political and 
monetary union 
treaty would be a 
foregone conclu- 
sion.” 


treaty stone dead,” an EC official 
said. “It’s impossible to imagine 
the 10 being able to carry on. It 
really will be back to the drawing 
board.” 

In normal circumstances, a re- 
sounding "yes” to the political 
and monetary union treaty would 
be a foregone conclusion. 

Two previous referendums 
produced majorities of 83 per 
cent in 1972 to take Ireland into 
the community and 69.9 per cent 
in 1987 to approve tbe Single 
European Act, the EC’s last ma- 
jor constitutional overhaul. 

Unlike Denmark and Britain, 
which joined tbe EC at file same 
time, Ireland has no Strong, long- 
standing current of anti-commun- 
ity feeling. 

A glance at the figures helps to 
explain why. 

Transfers from Brussels to 


Dublin in agricultural subsidies 
and development aid account for 
seven to eight per cent of Ire- 
land’s gross domestic product, 1 
tbe value of all goods and services 
it produces. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Albert Reynolds has 
been trumpeting the figure of six 
billion punts ($10 billion) which 
Ireland would receive from the 
proposed doubling of aid to tbe 
poorest EC members in a five- 
year budget plan. 

Finance Minister Bertie Ahern 
said Irish interest rates would be 
much lower if the single currency 
Maastricht foresees by 1999 were 
already in place. 

“If we had a European central 
bank now, our rates would be 2-5 
per cent lower. That’s why Fm 
pro-Maastricht," he told visiting 
reporters last week. 

That is because for now, Ire- 
land and most other EC countries 
have to keep their rates above 
Germany's, whose currency 
anchors the European monetary 
system. And Genjjoan rates are 
high because of the inflationary 
impact of unification spending. 

Opponents of the treaty form 
an unlikely coalition of tradition- 
al anti-Europeans, who fear for 
Irish neutrality in a political un- 
ion and believe in economic 
nationalism, and activists at both 
extremes of the abortion debate. 

Bewilderingly, the two latter 
groups argue opposite cases — 
that EC law will undermine tbe 
country’s ban on abortion or that 
the treaty will cement that ban in 
place. 

The latest opinion poll gave the 
government a majority of about 
60 per cent in favour of ratifica- 
tion — identical to forecasts at a 


similar stage of the Danish cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Reynolds, pointing to Ire- 
land’s tradition of links to 
Europe, is confident that the 
Danish result will jolt the Irish 
into a strong “yes” vote. 

“We’re pro-European from 30 
years bade. We know where our 
best future lies,” he said. 

But three possible threats to a 
“yes” vote loom. 

First, the abortion issue, which 
remains explosive despite his 
promise to bold a separate re- 
ferendum later this year. 

Indicating his concern, Mr. 
Reynolds argued both that Maas- 
tricht and abortion must be kept 
apart, and that women should 
know that a “yes” vote on June 
18 would be interpreted by the 
government as confirming the 
right of women to travel abroad 
for abortions. 

Tbe second threat is the “Ross 
Perot” factor, named after the 
maverick U.S. presidential candi- 
date who has tapped a vein of 
disaffection. Like Mr. Perot fans 
and Danish voters, the Irish may 
vote “no” to shock a largely 
pro-Maastricht political establish- 
ment. 

Thirdly, the Danish vote may 
have undermined Mr. Reynolds’ 
central campaign theme — that 
poor Ireland cannot afford to be 
marginalised in the EC by reject- 
ing the treaty. 

Had Denmark voted “yes”, 
that case might have frightened 
Irish waverers into following suit. 
But now, though a “no” victory 
would damage Ireland's image, 
doubters can be sure that by 
voting down the treaty they can 
bury it for good. 



vehtion on immigrant rights, 
ethnic discrimination, the Middle 
East peace process, foreign poli- 
cy, and Lebanon. 

Mr. Salem said that the Repub- 
licans’ platform plank on tbe 
MkkfleEast wiD be prepared by 
Secretary of State James Baker. 

Democratic and Republican 
Party leaders have underscored 
the importance of Arab Amer- 
icans getting involved in the pro- 
cess and have noted that their 
parties are ogmi to this involve- 


r 


'^Paring AATs leadership con- 
ference fa January, the chairman 
of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee, Ron Brown, and the chair 
of file National Republican Con- 
gressional Committee, E. 
Spencer Abraham, spoke about 
Afab Americans in tbe political 
process. 

The mere presence of the lead- 
en from the two major political 
parties at the AAI conference 
marked a milestone for Arab 
American involvement in tbe 
political process. Mr. Zogby said. 

“We’re part of tbe debate and 
respected as part ‘of file party. 
Years ago no one in the party 
would meet with ns. It is a new 
period for us,” he said. 

- Ms. Brown underscored that as 




chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee he has 
“attempted to reach out to the 
Arab American community'" and 
be called on tbe community to 
“get organised and get involved.” 

“If you don’t participate you 
don’t have a right to complain ... 
Get involved at all political 
levels,” be said. 

• Mr. Abraham, who is of 
Lebanese ancestry, stressed that 
“the door in the Republican Par- 
ty is open as wide as it can 
conceivably be” to the involve- 
ment of Arab Americans at all 
levels of file campaign. He noted 
that file Republican Party is orga- 
nising an Arab American com- 
mittee for the Bush-Quayie cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Abraham encouraged 
Arab Americans to run for polk 
tical office and get involved in 
raising funds and manag in g cam-, 
paigns. 

According to AAI, 54 Arab 
American candidate are running 
for local, state • and national 
offices in file 1992 elections. 

As an example fo the Arab 
American co mmuni ty growing in 
strength and organisation. Mr. 
Zogby pointed to Representative 
Mary Hose Dakar's recent prim- 
ary election wetray as the Demo- 


cratic candidate from her district 
in (Brio. In the wake of her 
involvement in the check-bounp-# 
fag scandal in the House of Rep* 
resenatives, Mr. Zogby noted, 
Ms. Oakar “was threatened for 
the first time with a’ dose race.” 
However, Ms. Oakar fought 
for her position by stressing her 
record in the Congress and the 
Arab American community “ral- 
lied behind her,” he saRL. i 
AAI registered thousands of - 
Arab American voters and tbe 
Arab ‘ American community in ~ 
Ohio “raised a kit of money” for 
her campaign, Mr. Zogby said. : 
But even when Arab American 
candidates lose, the community 
wins. Mr. 'Zogby pointed out that 
while the five Arab American 
candidates in Caflfomia lost then- 
primary elections, they repre- 
sented a record number of candi- 
dates for the community in that 
state, to addition, the five cawfi-4 
dates all got over. 10,000 votes in 
their individual races,” and three 
of them lost by only 1,000 to , 
2^500 votes, he said. „ 1 

These numbers demonstrate 
“an Arab American community 
that is moving toward political 
e mp owerment,” Mr. Zogby stres- 
sed — United States Infonpafkm 
-Agency 

***** ‘ 



embrace free market 


By John West 

Reuter 

CAIRO — Iran has privatised a 
string of state sector companies 
and set up a booming stock ex- 


Sudan’s radical Islamic govern- 
ment recently devalued ns cur- 
rency by 300 per cent and slashed 
state subsidies on foodstuffs to try 
to* control its budget deficit. 

Algeria’s Islamic Salvation 
Finn (FIS) made overtures to 
Western businessmen before the 
government prevented it bran 
win n in g elections in January. 

Across the Muslim world, fun- 
damentalists are locked in battle 
against what they say are im- 
ported western values. Bat when 
tt comes to economics, they may 
find themselves on the same side 
as the Wert. 

“No state can progress by cen- 
tral planning,” said Youssef A1 
O ammal, a professor of Islamic 
economics speaking on behalf of 
Egypt’s influential Muslim 
Brothers. “Tins kills file indi- 
vidual and it kiDs religion.” 

Muslim scholars say their reli- 
gion has always encouraged free 
trade tempered by sodal justice. 
Islam first appeared in tbe trading 
city of Mecca and the Prophet 
Mohammad himMif was a suc- 
cessful merchant. 

Tbe Koran, the Islamic scrip- 
fine, states: “O ye who believe, 
do not waste your money vainly 
between yourselves, but let there 
be trade amongst you with 
mutual goodwill. 

Many governments in the Arab 
World, try contrast, control their 
countries' ■ economies centrally in 
one way or another. 

Some, for instance in Algeria 
and Egypt, have started re fo r m 
programmes. But they have not 
yet dismantled the vast, ineffi- 
cient public sectors inherited 
from decades of Socialism and 
Secular nationalism. 

. Even Gulf Arab states, which 
in theory espouse the free mar- 
ket, still keep a tight grip on the 
oil-related revenues which 
dominate their economies. 

Triamir ftinrlawtfnfai^ hi Kna 

with most Muslim authorities, say 
that interest in the Western sense 
ESfbanned. Many Islamic banks 
have sprung up fa recent years to 
handle savmgNmd loans m other 


riore of the people) in Iran, drew 
thdr inspiration from Islamic be- 
liefs about social justice and 
espoused Sodatist-rtyle econo- 
mics. 

But the collapse of Commun- 
ism in Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union since 1989 has dis- 
credited “Islamic socialism” as 
much as its secular counterpart 
and the trend in doctrine is now 
■firmly the other way, towards the 
free market. 

Talar mc movements in Iran, 
Sudan and Pakistan have been 
backed by rich businessmen and 
professional dasses who see the 
struggle against the West largely 
in Guttural terms. 

“You can understand why in 
Iran the bazaar (merchants) 
backed the revolution,” said 
Fehmi Huwridi, an Egyptian 
commentator on Islamic move- 
ments. “Many of them had been 
excluded by corruption under the 


Even if Islamic governments 
came to power behoving fa the 
ideology of the free market, there 


would still be no' shortage of 
material for economic disputes 
with the West. 

Leaden of Algeria’s FIS said 
they would not honour debts in- 
curred by the current govern- 
ment, 

Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood 
spokesman Mr. Gamma! said 
Islam allowed companies which 
explored for mid produced oil to 
earn profits on their i n v e s tment 
but the current balance of trade 
between the West and tbe Third 
World was unjust. 

“Why are raw materials get- 
ting cheaper every year and 
finished goods more expensive? 
he asked. “Who produces 
which?” 

In the long run, be said, the 
economic status quo could not be 
sustained as an ever poorer South 
would be unable to boy the 
North’s goods, setting off a world 
economic crisis. 

“The arm fa-freedom in Islam, 
but with justice... fa the West, 
your aim is freedom but justice fa 
sleeping.” w 



Legtimate aspirations 


To the Editor: 

article Jordan Times, May 30, tided 
|ynl^ and Overmfing’ and Imad AwadaBah Hussein’s letter to 
the edaor (Jordan Times, Jane 7), I would only Klee to add tint 

to gam legitimate control of the government 

® ***** dcmcs “ °f democracy because they 
ink the voter to ^.government, define policy atavnatives and 
^^tjpnbhcopi^ from the citizens level to the level of 
leadentup. Hence these are fire goals of all political parties, all 

over thewo^ and these ambitioiis are not particulaifa^Sent 

m any specific party. “ 

E. Yngbft, 


. On the other hand, the only tax 
mentioned in basic Islamic texts is 
“zakaT, a 2.5 per cent income 
tax to be di strib ute d ’Umong the 
poor. 

Rwmni fandamiCTitaliitt gr ra rp s fa 
the 197th and 1980s, such as tbe 
Mujahedeen Khalq (holy war- 


7 ^. wsA »ows letters and contributions &om far 
£ W wish to tackle. Letter? intended for 


7 
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From Mecca to Jerusalem Sharif Hussein led the Great Arab Revolt 

Sharif donated 25,000 gold coins for Al Aqsa 


i 

«•* 



Sharif Hussein Bin Ali was 
bora m Istanbul in 1856. He 
declared die revolt against the 
Ottoman Empire on the 9th of 
Shaban 1334 A.H. (June 10,. 
1916). He visited Amman in 
1924 and was proclaimed 
Caliph. As a result of his well- 
known dispute with the British 
over die Palestinian cause, Bri- 
tain sent him an ultimatum to 
leave Aqaba where he was staying 
after abdicating the throne of 
the Hijaz in favour of bis eldest 
son. King AH Ibn Hussein. 

Two destroyers to enforce the 
ultimatum and he left on board 
one of them for Cyprus- on 
June 17, 1925. Hie retained to 
' Amman from his exile very ill 
in 1931 and died in the same 
year. 

Sharif Hussein Bin AH had 
four sons: AH, Abdullah, Feis- 
al and Zaid. Three' of them 
became kings: AH, King of the 
Hijaz, Abdullah, King of Jor- 
dan and Feisal, King of Syria, 
t hen Iraq. Each played an im- 
portant role in making the 
Arab Revolt a success. 

When Hussein Bin Ali 
started the Arab Revolt, the 


Sharif Hussein Ben Ah* while in exfle in Cyprus in 1929. 


British promised him inde- 
pendence for all the Arab 
countries, not excluding Pales- 
tine (Treaty of Hussein/McMa- 
hon). He and his sons fulfilled 
their side of the agreement 
until the allies were victorious 
over their opponents. Howev- 
er, the British government 
issued the Balfour Declara- 
tion, giving a homeland to the 
■Jews in Palestine. As a result 
of that, when Britain asked 
him to sign a treaty granting 
Britain a special status in 
Palestine, he declared: 

“The British government 
has offered me a treaty, the 
conditions of which do not tally 
with promises they have given 
me regarding independence. 1 
have therefore introduced 
some clauses which emphasise 
the total independence of 
Palestine and the Palestinian 
people’s right to direct control 
and to choose their own gov-' 
eminent. I declare the Balfour 
Declaration to be null and I 
confirm that if the British gov- 
ernment does not accept these 
alterations, I will not sign this 
treaty." 

Sharif Hussein Bin Ali was a 
great nationalist and patriot 


and paid the price for his prin- 
ciples as shown by his exile. 

Among his achievements 
was that he supported the re- 
novation of Al Aqsa Mosque. 
In 1925 a delegation beaded by 
the late Al Kaj Said Al Shaw- 
wa (a member of the Higher 
Islami c Council of Palestine) 
and Sheikh Mohammad Tufa- 
ha Al Husseini, the mufti of 
Nablus, asked for his help. He 
gave 25,000 dinars of pure gold 
for tins purpose. The donation . 
is registered in the files of the 
Higher Islamic Council of 
Palestine as taking place dur- 
ing the time of Al Haj Amin Al 
Husseini. 

After his death, official and 
unofficial delegations from all 
over the Islamic and Arab 
World came to attend his 
funeral. This event inspired the 
feelings of poets and authors to 
write about bis qualities. 

Tbc above is an extract from 
the book: Amman Yesterday 
and Today by Arslan Ramadan 
Bakig. 



The fiineral of Sharif Hussein Ben Ali hi Amman in 1931. 


King gives personal funds for holy places Egyptian writer shot dead in Cairo 



(Continued firms page 1) 

Yoshaa in the Balqa region in 
central Jordan as well as the 
grand mosque of Irbid in the 
north. 

“This good land visited by the 
Prophet and bis companions who 
fell as martyrs while upholding 
the standards offaith will always 
remain faithful to the vanguards 
of Islam and will serve as a great 
witness to their glorious feats," 
the King said. 

King Hussein recalled that in 
1984 he had instructed the gov- 
ernment to set up a special com- 
mittee to take charge of restoring 
the tombs and shrines of the 
companions of the Prophet and 
renowned martyrs of Islam 
buried in Jordan, and to build 
mosques on their tombs. He said 
that he also allocated his own 
■ annual salary -for this noble pro- 
ject--- - — 

King Hussein said djat-be was- 
confident that men and women of 
Jordan artfiaSso- keen on Contri- 
buting towards this noble cause. 


He said that numerous Jorda- 
nians had contributed and still 
contribute generously towards 
building educational institutions, 
places of worship and clinics, and 
they are to be thanked for their, 
noble act. 

In reply, the prime minister 
said that the King's directives 
“reflected the Hashemite family’s 
keenness on safeguarding the 
shrines of these great men." 

The nrime minister recalled the 
King's earlier decision to allocate 
funds' for the restoration of the 
Dome of the Rock and the Al 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem as an 
outstanding example of his true ' 
commitment to the principle of 
safeguarding the holy places. 

Sharif Zdd said that he did not 
doubt that the Jordanian people 
will follow in the footsteps of 
their leader and will respond 
promptly to the call for contribut- 
ing. towards, the -noble-cause., 
.-The prime minister, proposed, 
the formation o( a -royakcommis- 
sionftoitake rfidsge&f thi'impie-" 
mentation of the project. 


PLO hopes France will try killers 


The ftmeral 
of Omar. 


procession of Sharif Hussein Ben Ali in front of the Damascus Gate in Jerusalem Before his burial in .the sacred sanctuary 


(Continued from page 1) 
porting the Labour Party's strong 
challenge to Mr. Shamir’s Likud 
government. 

Meir Kahane founded the 
radical Jewish Defence League; 
hewas killed in New York City in 


Three PLO leaders have been 
slain over the past four years. 

Mr. Bseiso, who reported 
directly to Mr. Arafat, had run 
the PLO’s day-to-day security 
affairs since security chief Sal ah 
Khalaf was assassinated by a 
turncoat bodyguard in January 


(Combined from page 1 ) 

Mr. Fodah died from massive 
internal injuries and bleeding. 
Ahmad was m stable condition 
from wounds in the thigh and 
back. Mr. Fodah’s friend, 
Wahid Raafat, was released from 
a hospital after treatment for 
minor injuries. 

The last major attack attri- 
buted to them was Oct. 12. 1990, 
an ambush on a downtown Cairo 
street in which motorcyclists kil- 
led Parliament Speaker Rifaat Al 
Mahjoub and five others. 

Hala Mustafa, a writer and 
political analyst at the Al Abram 
Centre for Strategic Studies, said 
the attack on Mr. Fodah was 
especially worrying. 

“This is a dangerous prece- 
dent. It means the violence.... 
.was gone beyond .the. regime and 
the politicians," Ms. : Mysfafa 
said. “The charge now is* secular- 
ism. They condemn anyone , who 
ffihiks differently from thfeitf. 

“That is very dangerous." 


1991. 

Mr. Bseiso, married with three 
young children, was bom in 1948 
in Gaza. His family fled months 
later because of the Arab-Israeb* 
war. 

Israeli experts and newspapers 
offered no firm information ab- 
out who assassinated Mr. Bseiso, 
but speculated about Israeli in- 


Mr. Fodah was loudly critical 
of Islamic extremism as practiced 
by the Jamaat Islamiya (Islamic 
Groups). In his writings, he called 
them Jamaat Zalamiya (groups of 
darkness). 

. He wrote weekly sarcastic 
essays every week in the govern- 
ment magazine October that al- 
ways took potshots at the Islamic 
groups. He was a professor of 
agricultural economy and au- 
thored five books about politics, 
secularism and Islamic ex- 
tremism. 

His last article, published on 
Sunday, said the Tunisian gov- 
ernment had videotaped fun- 
damentalist leaders having sex 
with beautiful women on prayer 
rugs. 

“The forces of darkness are 
obsessed with sex,” 1 he wrote 
ri^Kculing a militant group in 
Assiut. southern Egypt, for ban- 
ning aubergines and marrows be- 
came of' supposed ‘sexuaf con- 
notations. 


tefligence or Palestinian hard- 
liners. 

They scoffed at the claims of 
responsibility made by two Jew- 
ish extremist groups. 

“They are jokers," Ariel 
Merari, a terrorism expert at Tel 
Aviv University said of the 
anonymous telephoned claim. He 
said they lacked the knowhow to 
cany out Monday's slaying. 








JORDAN MARKET PLACE 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

„ INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 
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* Kate Diydean, 1 Hr. Service 
■fr Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Uphotetry, 'curtains & carpets 
clearing 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Moecfl Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 8216M, Fax 
828163 


Develop yoar ebtoor £Sm at 


f JVMBO photo 
sbm 30% tergar 

*■• 0rm4 : : gm- 

m*mtt0x30cn* 


Shmei$ani - 




LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 



IIIMHI] 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 





.. A copy of a historic document, the text of a letter Grom the Sharif of 
Mecca, King Hussein Ben AG, written in 1917. He directs Prince 
; Faisal and Prince Abdul Aziz Al Jurba to protect members of the 
• Armenian community and to allow them to take up residence as being 
t free non-Muslim citizens. Tins was after they had suffered the 
massacre of 1915. The document was published in tithe Lebanese 
journal “Al Shira” dumber 109, Monday 16 April 1984. 


RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open 1L3O-3J0 it 6:00-U;X daily 


IUn away Is avaibibfa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


TeL- 681822. Amman 


fact Tasted 
Always lived 





AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
UM-15M&1S&-23& 

. Tel: 03-314415 



The first ft beet 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
AhfiyyahjSiris School 


Open daily 12 : 00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 





INC '' i^EiTAU^ANTj 



elegant ■ 'WT' 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate price* 


s 


! ewe water... every. 

w 

drop counti ! 



Hotel. Suites 

WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SERVCE 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 
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International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebet Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 6IS06Q - 61506 1 


RESTAURNT 

OPEN DAILY FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 
Serves A Variety American Food 

Enj^y our Fresh Delirious 
Take Away is Available ! > 

For ReKTVKHnLPkuc 
' Call 678600 ^ 


/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers* Housing • 

. Estate, near Kilo 
• Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
. Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAItOTEL 

i^lWs 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0 Bax 9403 - Fax 602-334 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates md 
Businessmen 


TAIWAN T0URISH9 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. ML 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 
Amman-3rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 
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Sweden and France roll out the super-guns 


STOCKHOLM (R) - Hosts 
Sweden and group one favourites 
rrance will each roll out their 
own super-gun when they fre e 
each otheT in Ac opening match 
of fte European Soccer cham- 


Swedish hopes of glory rest 
. squarely on the strike power of 
young forward Tomas BroHn,. 
nicknamed “Baby Bomber' 1 
wfnle France rely as ever on their 
unique smart weapon, European 
player of the year Jean-Pierre 
Papin. 


In a match which looks likely to 
be dominated by well entrenched 
defences, the ability of Brolm and 
Papin to exploit the slightest 
chink in the opposition's armour 
could be decisive. 

Home coach Tommy Svensson 
believes his team, boosted by the 
intimidating roar of 28,000 fens in 
Stockholm’s tiny Rasunda Sta- 
dium, could carry Sweden to a 
first taste of success since 
reaching the 1958 World Cup 
final, also played on home serif. 

Sweden flopped badly in die 


1990 Worid Cup in Italy, losing 
all three group games, felt new 
coa ch Svensson has since re- 
juvenated die team and tightened 
up at the back. 

The Sweden have conceded 
just two goals in their last six 
warm-up matches. “On top form, 
we are capable of beating any- 
body,** Svensson said. 

Brolm, who despite his team’s 
indifferent showing in Italy, was 
showered with praise for his 
speed, nose for goal and incisive 
shot, has been in good form this 


season, helping Parma to lift the 
Italian Cup with a victory over 
Juventns in the final. 

scorer of nine goals in 16 
matches for his country, BroUn 
and his midfield suppliers Anders 
Lire par of Arsenal and Jonas 
Them of Benfica will be the men 
Platini will warn bis ride about. 

Svensson may not dare breathe 
die name of Papin, wbo has 
struck 13 goals in his 10 last 
games for Prance, for fear of 
panicking his inexperienced cen- 
tral defence of Jan Eriksson and 


Andy Capp 


lMutt*n*Jeff 


Patrik Andersson. 

The AC Milan-bound striker 
showed be has overcome an ankle 
injury when he netted against die 
Dutch in a friendly last Friday. 

After earning themselves the 
unwelcome tag of title favourites 
with a record eight wins out of 
eight in the qualifiers, France 
have marking tune since arid are 
without a win in four friendlies 
this year. 

Platini may be alarmed by a 
lack of creativity in midfield. 


once die great strength of the 
national side, and the first warn- 
ing of holes appearing in defence. 

If be is, he does not show it. 
“There are two ways of 
approaching tins match,” he said. 
“One is to say, oh no, this is the 
opening match of the European 
Championship and to feel under 
pressure. 

“The second is to think, oh yes, 
it’s great to be here in front of 
millions of television viewers. If s 
good for our image. The second is 
my approach.** 



Greeks still bitter at 
losing next Olympics 




ATHENS (R) — The Olympic 
flame was ceremonially handed 
over in Athens Monday — but 
not without a sharp reminder 
from Greek Olympic chief Lam- 
bis Nikolaou Us country was still 
bitter at losing the ud to stage the 
next games. 

At one stage, Greece had been, 
favourite to host die 1996 Olym- 
pics, the 100th anniversary of the 
modem, games, but lost out to 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

T consider it my duty to pubb- 
cy ex pre s s this great bitterness 
felt by the Greeks, wbo are re- 
membered every four years only 
because of the Olympic flame,” 
Nikolaou said. 

“But we are not resentful,** he 
added. “We wish happiness and 
success to the athletes of the 
world.” 

The flame was. handed over to 
Barcelona Olympics officials at a 
ceremony in Athens’ Marble Sta- 
dium at the start of a land and sea 
journey to Barcelona for the 
games which start July 25. 

The flame, enclosed in a brass 
miner's lamp, will sail the Spanish 
navy frigate Catahina for dfe 
ancient Greek port of Empuries, 
north of Barcelona. 

About 50,000 spectators 
cheered the captain of Greece’s 
national basketball team, 
Panayotis Yaimakis, as he carried 
the torch into the floodlit sta- 
dram. 

'.The moment has come to 
hand over the flame, which sym- 
bolises the brotherhood and .i©- >4 
conciliation of peoples/’ said. 
Nikolaou, president of -the Greek. 
Olympic Committee,'; before 


giving theorch to Pasqual Mara- 
gaO, mayor of Barcelona. 

MaragaH drew cheers from the 
crowd by beguming his speech in 
Greek. He also spoke in French, 
to honour the founder of the 
modern games, French Baron 
Pierre de Coubertio, Spanish and 
Catalan. 

“We thank those trusted ns to 
safeguard the flame’s journey,” 
Maragall said. “We will guard it 
vigilantly.** 

Hie Marble Stadium, built in 
330 B.C. and restored for the first 
Greek competitions after toe 
flame was driven to toe frigate, 
docked at the port of Piraeus. 

The flame, lit with sun’s rays 
Friday, was carried by 367 run- 
ners over 267 kilometres to 
Athens from ancient Olympia, 
where the games bqgan in 776 
B.C. They were abolished in 394 
A.D. by Byzantine Emperor 
Theodosios. 

Id ancient Greece, runners 
would announce the start of the 
Olympics throughout the land 
and feuding cities would drop 
their weapons in sacred trace to 
participate in toe games. 

About 9,000 people, mefodtug 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee President Joan Antonio 
Samaranch, are expected to carry 
the flame this year, on foot, 
bicycle and boat. 

It will travel another 5,950 
kil om etre s through 652 towns in 
Spain before it reaches the Olym- 
pic stadium, where ,-it wfll burn, 
three mqtres fngh m' /Q t xtanion i ; 
canldrbn for .the chir^tiatv oC the . , 
sumtner^pi^iiipks^ 


Courier, Seles turn 
attention to Wimbledon 


PARIS (R) — Jim Courier and 
Monica Seles have barely had 
time to digest their French Open 
victories before turning their 
thoughts to Wimbledon. 

Hie two-week interval between 
flie two Grand Slam events is a 
s our ce of dismay to many players 
who must adjust their game from 
the slow day of Paris to the fast 
grass of London. 

This year, the difficulties of 
transition are compou n ded by the 
Barcelona Olympics — only three 
weeks after Wimbledon — where 
the teams players wfll have to go 
back to day. 

Some players are pressing for 
Wimbledon to be moved bade a 
week in future — a suggestion 
that is not popular with organis- 
ers of the grass-court event. 

“I wish there was a trigger 
gap,” said Courier, wbo was 
flying home to Florida after his 
wm m the final here to seek out a 
grass court -td practise on. 

Winning at Roland Garros 
almost precludes winning Wimb- 


ledon. 

In the last 30 years only two 
men and five women have 
achieved the feat in the same 
year, the last being German Steffi 
Graf in 1988, .toe year sbe 
achieved the Grand Slam. 

The phenomenal Bjorn Borg 
won both events three years run- 
ning, from 1978 to 1980, bat for 
Courier and Seles, neither of 
them at their happiest on grass, 
the task looks a lot harder. 

Courier’s biggest rivals on die 
grass, defending Wimbledon 
champion Michael Stkfa of Ger- 
many and former winner Stefan 
Edberg of Sweden, will probably 
now see their third-round exits in 
Paris as an advantage, giving 
them extra time to readjust to 
their favourite surface. 

German Boris Becker, three 
times champion at Wimbledon, 
decided not to play Roland Gar- 
ros because erf injury and is 
already in grass mode again. 

Like Edberg, he is doe to play 
the Queen’s Chib grass tourna- 
ment in London this week. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HStSCH 

eiWI Tmm Mada Samoa, k 


PENNY WISE, POUND FOOLISH 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ AK93 

0 J865 

*973 

WEST EAST 

*754 *10 862 

<7988 9KQ10 6 

0 Q 10 7 8 0 4 

4KJ10 *6542 

SOUTH 

9A542 

.OAK 9 2 

* A Q 8 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 0 P*« i * pass 

.2 NT Pam 3 NT Pam 

Pam Pam 
Opening lead: Three of 0 
Can a trick be won too cheaply? 
Judge far yourselves. 

Hie feud that had developed at 
the dub between Votmai Hnkhwv, 
the Russian emigre noted for his 
tepid if inacanste play, and Trump 
Coup Tammy, who played well only 
when dwdaringa hand with an gwfal 
trump break -grew more intense ’ 
with time and this hand did jitile to « 
ease the animoaitar. The Russian, 
and his partner arrived et three no 
Wimp via an irreproachable auc- 
tion— Votmafa rebid showed a bal- 
anced "hand of 19-20- points and 


North had no interest beyo nd gam e . 

Tommy, West, made the one lead 
that no sane defender would have 

found — a low diamond. Our choke 
would have been the nine of hearts. 
Dummy’s five fetched the four from 
Bast, and declarer proudly placed, 
the two thereon. Now Yotznaz had a 
s it ua t i o n ha could boast about fbr- 
ever— he had won a trick consistin g 
of the two, three, four and five of a 

suit to tie a worid record. 

A diamnqd to king rev eal ed 
toe fact the suit waa going to pro- 
ebce only three tricks. Declarer 
could count nine tricks, but there 
was no entry to dummy to collect, 
toe gu i d e s. So declarer cashed the 
queen of spades, overtook ttie jack 
•and continued with the ace, in the 
hope of dropping toe ten. When that 
did not happen declarer tried toe 
dub finesse. West won and exited 
with a heart, and declarer had to be 
satisfied with eight tricks. 

As happens so often, carefeee play 
to toe first trick had coat declarer 
the contract. Since West surely bad 
not led a singleton diamond, south 
could have made sure of sn entry to 
•fc n n my by u rfnmny flint tririr rttii 
the king of diamonds. After cashing 
the queen andjack of spadfae, declar- 
er can get to dammy by continuing 
with ace of diamonds and another. 
That way. South would score four 
mode tricks, three tfimaonds and 
toe aces in toe rounded suits. 


« FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JUNE W, 15® • 

fly Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon tighter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: .do wlat you cm m^nwe yuur 

Study possible hobbies and reerca- image there ereatoough a means 
dons that interest you from a difle- some tasks you do not especially 
rent point of view. Some of these like. 

interests could lead you in the iraftA - (September 23 to October 
direction' of more important bus- 22) A day when you seen dearly 
ness matters. . how some condition which has not 

been put off can now be sensibly devdopment soon. 

handled before yon delve into new SCORPIO: (October 23 to Noyfinn 
avenues of expressions by which ber 21) You now have a basinets 

you «*" forge ahead. day at which you can get mu ch of 

value done by carrying through 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) projects already begun and 

There are ^practical matters also by looking into advanced 
that have been left undone that Q” 8 - 

require your patient applications SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
early, then you can arrange better December -21) An outside activity 
systems. needs to be completed before ;jw- 

GEM1NL (May 21 to June 21) You *5^ Siifl ^ 

have a day to consider all aspects pubhc interest that win be very 

of your personal position and after good for you. 

eliminating • the things you do not CAPRICORN: (December 22. to 
want start replacing them with the January 20) Your mind works on 
desirable. organising practical levels but to- 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to day consider the motivations be- 
July2!) You have some chores you hind the actions of others to get 
can get rid of early for then you are fullest right results, 

in a position to make good prog- AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFebru- 
ress- towards building a new coo- ary 19) Much conversation with 
Gdeatial course of action. those who like the same reerca- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) An tK»s as yourself can bring to tight 
nnfntfiUed wish can nowbe more »*»* youand they. need to do to 
to operate as you wish after which more .thoraighb enjoy yourselves; 
you can make up your mind the pgjCES: (February 20 to March 
various aims that will activate yonr 20) Even while in the outside wodd 
enthusiasm. - - you should spend sometime today 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September considering what you can do to 

22) Consider well your position in improve conditions at your resi- 

the community whereyou live and dence and with your family. . 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘If I could live my life over Td marry 
again...but I'd wait *til I’m 90P 



LUNFIX 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


nnsnsverl***: “ [III T 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ACRED BRIBE INTENT FERVOR 
Answer Although poWcaJ machines are usualy 

. “wefSei" they frequently develop this — 


FRICTION 


THE Daily Crossword 



fay Valentina Bernes 


mm a 


14 Upon 
IBDrtJ 
16 Chare 


17 Modarta money 
IB Attempt 

19 AlerfcSn-s slave 

20 Present year 
22 Gushed 

24 Requests 
28 Cattehyteate 
suffix 
27 Show 
"Wignaflon 
31 Court paper 
331101 
Seat player 

37 False god 

38 Temple 

38 Good part of 


aaaaa 


aama 
auum a 

jbb aal 

aaaaaaa aaaaaaa 

«IBBBB JJBB aflflB 


simmer 

42 Youthful suffix 

43 Melody 

44 “Thafs— “ 

45 MourtWn 

46 Actor AiUn 

47 Cute short 

48 Rep. 

49 KM of (fencer 
Si Efticere 

65 The sabs day 
60 Adust 

81 No — , CaL 

63 Ancient Aslan 

64 Lto soma floors 

66 Lively dance 

66 Bus — Presley 

67 Stone marker 
66 Hang Are 

B9 Song for one 

DOWN 

1 Tramps 

2 Aurtcuter 

3 Campus bldg. 

. 4Sunvnh 

. 5 Demand tarty 
6 Hand-dyed 
table 

7“ — Yankee 
Doodfo_" 


bbbbb bbbb aa 



8 Labor teener 
Eugwm— 
9FoEowerof38A 

10 Oranobb'8 river 

11 Uttar's Meet 

12 Where Perry 
won 

13 IrHh a w o ol 
21 W ater way 

23 WWl sorter 

26 Htita feature 

27 Lariat . 

28 Cast out 
29— dwoitt 
aOketerid 

32 Man VP 

33 Held oT study 

34 Where Seles 


RHnrui nnn nnnn 
nnnnrc nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnm i 
nnn nnn~n nnnnn 
nun r.inrr’ 
nnnn nnnnn nun 
nnnn nnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnn mnnnn 
nnnnnn nnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
_ nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnsinnnnrinnnm ; 
nnnn nnnn unonn 
nnnnnnn nnnn." 


48 Becker SBYlte 

as wgntfe cap tefo softergiently 57D«£pr*f 

tSEZL 58 Hero 

47TradRlonai 64 Diemond covet BZkMote' 
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‘Cairo Ainniim Biudi 


U.5. Dollar, in’ lulvi naltonal nlaihvU 


=? ever i d man 
K v ;"m 90r 


.i.-AVi.iztXQw 
• --::rc8cs» 


a 

r- 


+-r ’t>A< 



. , : •s*-**- 

J.- r . •#• iX«C 

« r-r Tfi 


Cm 


.ar* 


L'wrmc/ 


Malraj; I'annil" 


llririvlK Muk 


SbIm Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Ven 


Kurr)irnn I'tinmy Unit 


NwtoJt 

priaa 

*akfmL 


1JP50 


1.5885 


1.4489 


5.3455 


127.29 


1.2905 


Tokyo « ' 
Qoob ; 1 
*9/6ft992_ 




1.5B72 


1.4510 ' 


5.2390 


1Z7J3' 


1.2943 


iau rw Kit: 

V u«rm Hr^m f* M ■,». CAtr 
F.niDcmrenty kiiierou llatn: 


tin La: 


9. 6. 1992 


Cunntcjr 

t MTU 

3 MI ILS 1 

6 amis 

12 MTILS 

U_S. DiilLtr 

* 1H7 

3.87 

4.06 

4J6 

SteifiiiR I’umtti - 

9.75 

9.75 

SLB7 

'9.87 

Ih-ntcrlir Mark 

9j68 

9.68 

9.68 

936 

S»isr Franc 

9.25 

9.25 

8.87 

8.75 

Fit net] Franc 

10JQQ 

-KUO 

9.93 

9.87 

Japanese Yen 

4.62 

4.62 

4.50 

4.50 

'.•irn|iran Currency Unit 

. 10.31 

10-51 

10-31 

1035 


■•l[il«A kU inln law I 

PrccloM* Mrlili 


M m c<|Bh>lMU 
W»wi J .9. 6. 1992 


R* lal 


::.iM 


IIXIJ/U* 


337.95 


* iJ Kara]* 

Imirnry 


Jll/Cin" 


6J0 


Mrlal 


Siltcr 


lIMVOx 


4.06 


JIl/CiM 


SB 0 


U-S. itnltar 


Slrrling Ptmml 


llrnlvlif Mark 


S»Hs Franc 


Krrnrli Knint 


Japaiicv Veil * 


llnlch (intlilrr 


S«tdhb Krona. 


llaBiia l.ira* 


Ikluail r.'anc 


Kid 


Ql£7£0 


1.23B5 


0.425* 


0.4661 


0.1254 


0.5312 


03781 


0.1179 


033562 


0332064 


Oiler 


' • -OU57BO 


1.2446 


04280 


0.4604 


0.1270 


0.5339 


0.3800 


0.1185 


0JE65 


0.02074 


* TVr IM 

Other CnrrentlM 


Ont«: 9. 6. 1992 


I'arrmry 


Jkihraini llltmr 


Ijkvmr lira* 


SsraaN Rijal 


KnwiiH IWnai;,.'.. 


Qatari ICnal 


-UiL 


V 


Efc) pffcUJ I'unml 


Omani Rival 


IUK llhfatm 


llrrck Oint lima* 


t'lprlof i'nnnit 


Bid 


1.TOQ 


0J33655 


0.1790 


0.1B31 


, i H UrT|j’.. ». 

* 0.2100 


1.7300 


QJ8W 


0.3500 


1.4875 


Oiler 


1-7710 


aoooo 


0.1818 




u.. .--MiS: 

. 0.2250 


1.7400 


0.1840 


0-5700 


1.4975 


CAtt Indices lor Amman Fln.-inci.-il market' 


Imlcv 


All -SI rare 


llauklnc Srclur 


Inqiranre Scrlnr 


.luloslrj Xrrlnr 


St wk w Sector 


8.6.1992 crl.Kvc 


143-01 


104.72 


149.90 


. 196.81 


181.64- 


7.6.1992 Close 


142.25 


WAS 


150JB 


195 .21 


178.57 


IMa m SlI Jt. I1M IW IM' 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) r— Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at' midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion- markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 

1.8397/407 

. U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar ' 

1.1929/3492 

Canadian dollar 


13825/35 

Deutschemarks 


1.7815/25 

Dutch guilders 


1.4475/85 

Swiss francs' 


3234/58. 

Belgian francs 

. i' 

53375/425 

French francs 


1196/1198 

Italian lire 


126.90/7.09 

Japanese yen. 


5.7210/60 

Swedish crowns. 

- - 

6.1895/945 

Norwegian crowns 


6.1210/60 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

$337.60/338.10 









PARIS — The market was depressed by fads on Wall Street and a 
late sell-off in shares of electrical engineering company Schneider. 
The CAC-40 index lost 1935 points to dose at 1,96233. 

LONDON — The FTSE 100 closed down 10.4 points at 2£35.4 
after coming ofFshaiply in late business as the Dow Jones fell and 
market makers cot prices to tempt buyers. 

NEW YORK— Investors took profits ahead of inflation data doe 
later this week amid concern over rising commodities prices. The 
Dow was down 2338 at 338035 at 1620 GMT. - 

TOKYO — 'Stocks ended up in thin trade after three days o f 
losses. Investors stayed sidelined ahead of Friday’s futures 
settlement ami tbe.Bank of Japan’s quarterly economy survey. 
The Nikkei average was up 189.98 to 17,845.04. 

SYDNEY — Stocks dosed virtually unchanged in quiet trade 
Mowing the long weekend. The all ordinaries index dosed 0.1 
point higher at 16743. 

HONGKONG — Share prices ended easiter but U.S. institutional 
buying' and bargain-hunting pared eariy losses. The Hang Seng 
Index dosed down 3836 points to 5,940.19. . 

SINGAPORE — Prices slipped in si n, dull trading. Stepping firm 
Htu Son Hup and beverage firm Yeo Hiap drew attentioo. The 
Sn fdl 8.^'to 1,492.11. v 


Tokyo to Washington: ‘The truth hurts’ 

•" mMiinlvl rh/» nnnrf 


TOKYO (R) — The truth hurts. 

Hiat was the message from 
Tokyo to Washington Tuesday 
after news that American 
businessmen were unhappy with 
Japanese allegations that the Un- 
ited States is the world's most 
unfair trader. 

“The report simply stated the 
facts as they are,” Japan’s Minis- 
ter of Int ernati onal Trade and 
Industry (MITT) Kozo Watanabe 
told reporters. 

“For America to be told the 


Monday, surveyed Japan's 10 ma- 
jor trading partners for 10 unfair 
trade practices which it said 
violated international rules such 
as the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

The United States, the study 
concluded, violated international 
trade rules in nine of the 10 
categories examined, while the 
European Community broke the 
rules with six unfair trade prac- 
tices. 

South Korea, Indonesia, Thai- 
land and Malaysia were also cited 


luctant to be painted as the 
world's only trading villain. “Peo- 
ple who live in glass houses 
should be careful about their 
stones," White House spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwater said. 

Among the report’s stated 
goals was the desire to stimu- 
late mutual efforts toward solving 
trade problems based on the com- 
mon awareness that “all are sin- 
ners.” 

The panel also said it hoped the 
study would spark a useful debate 
as to what constitutes “unfair 


were hardly surprised by Amer- 
ica’s angry response. The report 
comes at a time when Japan is 
already under fire for a huge and 
growing trade surplus. 

“To some extent we expected 
an emotional reaction," said one 
MITI official, adding; “But 
perhaps also we didn’t folly get 
our point across." 

"The purpose was not to single 
out and B criticise any one country 
as s villain but to present informa- 
tion useful to solving the trade 
problems.’ 


report 


motivated the report, a source 
dose to the panel said. 

“America publishes a 
every year which points out other 
countries’ unfair policies.” he 
said. “He said. "We thought it 
would be a good be idea to reply 
to that." 

Japan is usually high on the list 
of offenders in the annual report 
on foreign trade barriers prepared 
by the U.S. trade Representa- 
tive's (U STR) office. 

"The USTR report doesn't say 
anything about America's own 
practices,” the source said. 


truth is probably not pleasant,' . . 

be added. _for restricting imports from fore- trade practices by basing its Japanese frustration at always “Many Americans have the im- 

The report prepared by a ign countries. definitions on international rules, being singled out as the worst of pression that they are doing 

MITI advisory ^ panel and released But the United States was re- Panel members and officials the world’s unfair traders also wrong." 


Yeltsin backtracks on freeing oil prices 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yetean has said energy 
prices would not be freed before 
the end of 1992, a p pa re ntly flout- 
ing International Monetary Fond 
(IMF) demands to end state price 
controls, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said Monday. 

Freeing oil prices is a key 
demand by the IMF before it 
unlocks a promised S24 billion aid 
pledge to Russia and other ex- 
Soviet states to help them switch 
from a command economy to 
capitalism. 

But Mr. Yeltsin, who last week 
brought several former Soviet 
officials into his radical young 
reform cabinet, said be was not 
backing away from the strategy of 
economic change. The agency 
quoted him as saying he was only 
making changes in tactics. • 

One of the changes, he said, 
was the timing of oU price liber- 
alisation, which experts estimate 
will send prices up about 60 per 
cent across the board. 

The government raised oil 
prices about five-fold last month 
as a p rel im inary move before 
lifting all price controls. But Mr. 
Yeltsin has come under domestic 
political pressure to hold off tak- 
ing the final step, which had been 
expected within three months. 

“Boris Yeltsin stressed that. 


after the first price hike, energy 
prices would not be raised before 
the end of the year,” TASS 
quoted him as telling reporters in 
the town of Nizhny-Tagil at the 
end of a trip to visit his sick 
mother.. 

An acute cash shortage fol- 
lowed the first stage of reform in 
January — ending state control 
over the price of most consumer 


Inflation was 740 per cent on 
official estimates in the first four 
months of the year, wages have 
spiralled upwards and overwork- 
ed money printing presses cannot 
keep np with the country's de- 
mand for rouble notes. 

- Workers in many industries 
have gone months without pay 
and only personal pleas by Mr. 
Yeltsin have averted widespread 
strikes in the vital energy sector. 

The popularity of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
government — which under First 
Deputy Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar has charted and overseen 
changes that have led to acute 
hardship for millions of Russians 

— has plunged in recent 
months. 

Last week Mr. Yeltsin sparked 
fears that he was retreating from 
reform when he named as cabinet 
members three leading industrial 


officials from the Soviet era. 

He said the appointments were 
intended to balance his cabinet, 
adding a much-needed dose of 
hands-on industrial experience to 
the theoretical know-how of the 
Gaidar team, mostly Western- 
trained economists in their 30s. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the pain of 
1992 “had to be survived.’* 

“I know .there are some people 
who would willingly sign orders 
for my departure,” he said. “But 
I will not give up my job so easily. 
I will not surrender. I will take 
what I have begun right to the 
end.” 

President Yeltsin last week 
signed a series of decrees in- 
tended to boost gas production in 
Russia and attract foreign invest- 
ment to bufid new oil refineries. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said 
the state Gasprom Company had 
been authorised to seek foreign 
credits worth up to $8.7 billion 
from 1992 to 1998. It would use 
hard currency earnings through 
gas exports to cover servicing and 
repayment of the debt. 

' Money would be channelled 
into modernisation of plants pro- 
ducing motor fuel, lubricating oil 
and other petrochemical products 
now in ever decreasing supply. 

Oil refineries would be issued 
with quotas for export to cover 


costs of modernisation. 

But a separate decree on gas 
pipplies during next winter was 
issued to cover domestic industry 
and homes. It said gas supplies to 
industry would be cut by about 10 
per cent over plan in the period 
June-October, because of a fall in 
general industrial production 
levels. 

The Russian oil and gas indus- 
tries are in urgent need of invest- 
ment. Pipes leak, extraction 
equipment is outmoded and spe- 
cialists are leaving in large num- 
bers because of low pay and poor 
conditions in some of the most 
remot areas of Russia. 

Mr. Yeltsin recently sacked his 
reforming energy minister Vladi- 
mir Lopukhin as part of a reshuf- 
fle that has brought a large num- 
ber of more conservative minis- 
ters into his government. 

The new energy minister, Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin, was previous- 
ly chairman of Gasprom. 

The former Soviet Union ex- 
tracted 810.5 billion cubic metres 
of gas in 1991, or 40 per cent of 
world gas output. 

Russia's share was 642.9 billion 
cubic metres, np slightly from 
1990. But the dramatic rises in 
output that marked the 1980s 
now appear beyond the industry. 


Turkey urged to do more to cut inflation 


ANKARA (R) — Leading Tur- 
kish economists poured cold wa- 
ter on figures’ thyt ‘.Showi & sharp' 
drop in prices in May and urged 
foe govtmnnenr~to hokt^down 
manufacturing sector prices to 
secure a permanent decline in 
inflation. 

“Tito core inflation is the price 
rises in private sector manufac- 
turing industry. They are still 
running at above 33 per cent a 
month," Erinc Yeldan of Bflkent 
University said. 

' Annual cons um er price infla- 
tion fefl to 69J9 per cent in May 
from 74per cent m April. Month- 
ly May inflation was at a 10-year 
tow at 0.9 per cent, against 3.8 
per cent in April. 

Economists said a sharp fall in 


agricultural. food prices because 
of .good weather helped the gov- 
ertmtoif t C iu li inflatkKi , for which 
its official target this year is 42 

“perosntry 

“There is not a decline in infla- 
tion. He have to look at manufac- 
turing industry. The fall in May 
entirely stemmed from the de- 
cline a agricultural prices,” Pro- 
fessor Eroan Uygur said. “It 
shouldn’t be perceived as the 
start of a lasting decline.” 
Monthly wholesale inflation in 
foe manufacturing sector was 4.3 
per cent in May while the decline 
in agricultural prices pulled down 
the overall index rise to only 0.7 
per cent. 

Despite worries among econo- 
mise, the May figures have in- 


creased optimism among Turks 
and strengthened public support 
for Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mire Fs co alition government. 

Coalition' partners won. about 
58 per cent of the votes in Sun- 
days local by-elections held in 
341 towns. 

“It was a mistake far the gov- 
ernment to set the target at a very 
low level. Any annual figure be- 
low 60 per cent should be seen as 
a success," a private bank mana- 
ger said. 

Almost all the economists say 
the government should narrow 
foe public deficit, running at 15 
per cent of gross national pro- 
duct, to fulfil its promise of sing- 
le-digit inflation. 

“We will probably keep the 


budget deficit at the targeted 
lewd this year,” Finance Minister 
Sumer Oral told^eutera. “Re- 
venues in foe fust four months 
were above targets and expendi- 
tures remained within the limits 
anticipated." 

“It will not be possible to halt 1 
inflation if tax revenues cannot be 
raised to a level which may ba- 
lance budget 1 expenditures," 
Enfinc Ozsekuk, chief economist 
at Turkish Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank, told an international 
congress. ' 
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Foreign 
physicians 
find hard 
times 
in Australia 


CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 
— Only about a quarter of 
fore ign -trained doctors who 
have moved to Australia in 
recent years are working in 
their chosen profession, 
(according to a government 
study released Tuesday. 

In fact, the Bureau of Im- 
migration Research said only 
111 of the 206 doctors it stu- 
died had found any kind of 
work since they arrived be- 
tween 1977 and 1990. 

It said 57 were working as 
doctors, although only 32 had 
passed local medical exams set 
by the Australian Medical 
Cbuncil. Others had jobs that 
ranged from medical techni- 
cian to Baker's assistant and 
claimed they had been misin- 
formed about their employ- 
ment prospects. 

"Many of the doctors... re- 
ported significant financial dif- 
ficulties. problems with the 
English language, racial pre- 
judice and problems in their 
encounters with Australian- 
trained doctors and members 
of their own cultural groups^!, 
the study found. 


It urged greater emphasis be 
placed on the problems — such 
as stress, depression and feel- 
ings of isolation — faring 
overseas-trained doctors. 

Overseas-trained doctors 
have long complained that offi- 
cials are unwilling to recognise 
their qualifications. 

Although the doctors stu- 
died had come from many 
countries, the predominant 
ones were Egypt. India, Sri 
Lanka, the Philippines. Poland 
and Yugoslavia. 


IMF head 
calls for 
defence 
spending 
cuts 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Inter- . 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
Managing Director Michel Cam- 
dessus called Monday for big cuts 
in “unproductive" defence 
spending, asked rich nations to' 
give more to the Third World and 
denied that IMF policies had led 
to environmental destruction. 

In a speech to the U.N. Earth 
Summit that would have been 
scarcely imaginable a few years 
ago, Mr. Camdessus said pure 
capitalism was not enough to help 
the Third World's poor and also 
called on industrial nations to 
rein in consumption to save the 
environment. 

“I must stress the need for an 
increase in official development 
assistance,” Mr. Camdessus told 
delegates. 

“For years, we have heard that 
the pressing needs for defence..^ 
were an obstacle. Is it not time, at^- 
last. to take advantage of the 
reduction in global tensions and 
to rechannel resources to more 

productive and useful uses?” he 

asked. 

Mr. Camdessus said that re- 
pairing past environmental dam- 
age and switching to greener 
forms of economic growth in the 
future would cost huge sums of 
money. 

These could only be found if 
rich nations curbed spending, 
boosted savings and shared more 
with the Third World. v 

“The problem of global saving* » 
is not so much one of scarcity as 
of misuse,” he said. "Non-pro- 
ductive expenditures are only too 
abundant in the world.” 

“Suffice it to rite military ex- 
penditure which have been left' 
virtually unchanged despite the' 
prospects opened up by the end, 
of the cold war,” he added. 

In remarks to reporters after 
the speech, Mr. Camdessus 
praised the idea of taxing fossil 
fuels more heavily to cut environ- 
mental pollution and encourage 
conservation. 

“Tlupe kinds of suggestion* 
make a lot of senseJLta.'sauM 

But the IMF chief responded 
sharpiy-to a reporter’s suggestion ■ 
that his organisation’s policies * 
had led to foe over-exploitation 
of natural resources to pay debts 
and ruined foe environment in 
the process. 

"It is not the programmes of 
the IMF that created environ- 
mental catastrophe," be said. “It 
is poorly managed macro-econo- 
mic policies.'’ 

Mr. Camdessus said the IMF 
was now encouraging member 
states to adjust their tax, subsidy, 
trade and pricing policies along 
environmentally sound lines. But 
be also emphasised foe human 
element. 


Nigeria 

Airways 

chief slams 

financial 

waste 

LAGOS (R) — The new chief 
executive of troubled Nigeria 
Airways, Mohammed Joji, has 
accused foe national carrier of 
past- financial wastage and said its 
accounts had not been audited for 
four years. 

“The federal government has 
spent $100 million on the airline 
over the past five years but there 
is notfaing to show for it.” Mr. 
Joji, announcing cost-cutting me- 
asures, told reporters. 

IBs scathing attack was seen as 
part of efforts to dean up the 
airline’s image and improve its 
fin an c ial footing ahead of govern- 
ment plans to seH roost of its 
shares later this year. 

The airline, serving routes in 
Africa,. Europe, the Middle East 
and foe United States, has 16 
passenger aircraft Most of them 
were bought before the oD boom 
soured in the early 1980s and, 
with corruption, sent Nigeria’s 
economy into a tailspin. 

Mr. Joji, named chief execu- 
tive in January, said arrange- 
ments were bring made to have 
the airline’s accounts audited for 
the first time since 1987, 

He described as an economic 
calamity and recklessness some of 
the cash spent on cleaning aircraft 
and maintaining them abroad. 

Mr. Joji said the airline’s in- 
flight services were one of the 
poorest in the industry, despite 
an annual expenditure of 58 mil- 
lion naira ($3.0 miQkm)' on food 
from 115 suppliers. 

His cost-cutting . measures in- 
clude sending 36 engineers on 
refresher courses abroad to carry 
out advanced aircraft checks and 
lifring consultants to help domes- 
tic maintenance. 
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Guns quiet in Sarajevo 


BELGRADE (R) — Rebel Serb 
forces laying siege to the Bosnian 
capital of Sarajevo held tbeir fire 
on Tuesday to regroup after suf- 
fering their first setback in two 
months of fighting, local repor- 
ters said. 

Sporadic shooting was heard in 
foe capital but there was no sign 
of foe blistering Serb bombard- 
ments of foe past three days 
which cut a swath of death and 
destruction through the city. 

Muslim and Croat defence 
forces, defying a two-month Serb 
siege which has 300,000 civilians 
trapped in desperate conditions, 
took three hills and parts of a 


fourth on Monday in tbeir firct 
serious counter-attack, the repor- 
ters said. 

The fighting left streets littered 
with bodies and rubble, and 
knocked out power for hours. It 
was the first real setback for foe 
Serb irregulars ringing Sarajevo. 
Unofficial estimates said dozens 
of people were killed and more 
than 350 wounded. 

In New York the U.N. Security 
Council unanimously approved a 
plan on Monday to send in 1,100 
U.N. troops to take control of 
Sarajevo anport, held by Serb 
irregulars, to fly in relief supplies. 


But the plan requires a durable 
ceasefire first and that appeals a 
long way off given the intensity of 
.foe fighting over the past four 
days. 

The United States said on 
Monday many civilians were 
slowly starving to death in 
Sarajevo, capital of foe newty- 
independent Balkan state of 

Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

“Our sources confirm that 
many people are slowly dying of 
hunger. Most are reduced to a 
diet of floor and nettles," said a 
U.S. State Department spokes- 
woman. 


Local reporters noted the Serbs 
still have devastating firepower 
and strong positions m the bills 
looking down on the capital. Serb 
forces could be seen regrouping 
in foe bills, they said. 

Muslim and Croat defenders 
struck out on Monday with heavy 
weapons and a sustained ground 
attack, capturing foe heights of 
Vidikovac, Zuc Mojmilo and 
lower slopes of Vraca, local re- 
porters said. 

Serb irregular forces acknow- 
ledged there had been a major 
counter-offensive but said they 
repulsed it and no territory in the 
city had changed hands. 


Amnesty says S. African 

police implicated in killings 


What caused Yugoslavia’s civil war? 


THE COLLAPSE of Communism in Eastern Europe ted to 
independence campaigns in Croatia and Slovenia, two of foe six 
former Yugoslav republics. War broke out after the two republics 
declared independence on Jane 25, 1991. Fighting quickly died 
down in Slovenia, but later spread to Croatia, After Croatia, the 
war moved to Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Who is fighting whom? 

In Croatia, ethnic Serbs are fighting Croats. In Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. ethnic Serbs, long backed by the federal Yugoslav 
army, are pitted against ethnic Croats and Slavic Muslims. 

Why are they fighting? 

Ethnic Serbs in berth Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina oppose 
the republics' independence. They say they want to remain tied to 
Serb-led Yugoslavia, which is now composed of only Serbia and 
its tiny ally Montenegro. 

Why is there continuing ethnic rivalry? 

Tensions between Croats and Serbs are fanned by memories of 
foe World War n slaughter of Serbs by a Nazi puppet regime in 
Croatia. During foe war, thousands of Croats were also kilted by 
Serin. Muslims fought both Serbs and Croats in Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina from 1941 to 1945. 

How many people have died in the current civil war? 

At least 10.000 people have died in Croatia and at least 5,700 in 


Bosnia-Herzegovina. But these figures are incomplete. 

What is the estimated number of refugees? 

An estimated 1.2 million people have fled their homes in 
Boaria-Hetzegovina; 700,000 others have been displaced in. 
Croatia. Many of the refugees have been driven from their homes 
by Serb militias in order to create “ethnically dean'' areas. 


What is the world doing? 

For a long time the Western world looked paralysed at what 
was unfolding in the former six-republic Yugoslav federation. 

The European Community and, increasingly, the United 
Nations have tried to mediate the conflict. Many ceasefire pacts 
have been violated by all rides in the fighting. 


What role is the United Nations playing in trying to halt 
warfare in Bosnia? 

The U.S. Security Council on May 30 imposed an economic and 
oil embargo on Serbia and Montenegro, which it holds responsi- 
ble for foe fighting in Bosnia. 

In addition, the Security Council on June 8 approved sending 
GO military observers to Sarajevo as a first step towards making 
relief flights possible to foe besieged Bosnian capital. 

A 14, 000-member U.N. force is being deployed in Croatia, but 
its job is only to keep a ceasefire established in January. 


LONDON (R) — Amnesty Inter- 
national alleged on Wednesday 
that South- African police and 
military were implicated in recent 
political killings. 

The human rights- group said 
foe reform process in South. Afri- 
ca could break down unless the 
government, which it says has 
beat “at best grossly negligent” 
takes steps to end foe abuses, 
“The reforms of the past two 
years have brought some sweep- 
ing changes to South Africa bid 
a$ far as the security forces are 
concerned it is business as usual,” 

Amnesty said. 

“And all too often that means 
taking part in political killings or 
standing by while others massacre 
political opponents.” 

The 100-page report gives what 
Amnesty says is evidence of sys- 
tematic police and military in- 
volvement in torture and assas- 
sination in foe past two years. 

It alleges that security forces 
“have continued tbeir war against 
foe African National Congress 
(ANC) and allied -organisations 
— and. foe government has been 
slow to react despite the mount- 
ing evidence against the police.” 
Amnesty alleges that where 
there have been official inquiries 
they have been “hampered by 
violence and marked by official 


failure to act on their conclu- 
sions- 

It says police threatened and' 
foot at witnesses during an inves- 
tigation into police torture and 
Wlh'np in western Transvaal. No 
prosecutions followed judicial in- 
quiries in 1990 and 1991 into 
military and police “death 
squads.” 

Among incidents on which 
Amnesty reports in detail was an 
attack which it says has con- 
ducted by supporters of the Zulu 
Inkatha movement on Phola 
squatter camp east of Johannes- 
burg in September 1990 when 80 
people were killed. 

Amnesty said it bad affidavits 
from 100 witnesses alleging that 
white men, some wearing baladar 
vas, ted attacks by armed Tnkatha 
supporters. 

Witnesses said police 
“appeared to have taken no se- 
rious steps to halt the attacks or 
to apprehend the attackers." 

It alleges that police also stood - 
by when Tnkatha supporters kil- 
ted SO.people in Pietermaritzburg 
townships in March 1990. 

Amnesty said foe message re- 
ceived by its representatives in 
South African townships and 
squatter camps “was one of enor- 
mous frustration, anger and fear. 

‘The residents felt unprotected 


from murderous attacks against 
them in their homes and while 
commuting to and from work.” 

The report said Amnesty rep- 
resentatives met government 
and police officials in December 
1991 and were fold that police 
failure to intervene in political 
violence or make arrests “re- 
flected their lack of resources, 
not a lack of will.” 

10 killed last week 

At least 10 people, including a 
teenager “necklaccd” with a 
burning tyre, were killed in South 
Africa’s black townships in 
weekend violence, police said on 
Monday. 

Police and the ANC gave dif- 
fering versions of a dash in Sowe- 
to township outside Johannes- 
burg on Sunday in which potice 
shot dead two young ANC mem- 
bers. 

Police said they shot foe men, 
aged 20 and 21, when they 
opened fire on a crowd of 300 
blacks who were trying to free a 
suspected car tluef from a police 
van. 

They said the man was arrested 
white be and two companions 
pushed a car engine through 
Soweto on a wheelbarrow. Two 
of the suspects fled. 


Czechoslovak crisis deepens, split looms 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia 
(Agencies) — Talks between the 
two rivals charged with governing 
Czechoslovakia broke up Tues- 
day without agreement on bow to 
prevent foe country from break- 
ing apart, media reported. 

“The federation is lost, ’"Vac- 
lav Klaus, a Czech, was quoted 
by the state news agency CCTK as 
saying after talks with populist 
Slovak leader Vladimir Mcdar. 
Mr. Klaus, the conservative 
federal finance minister, was tap- 
ped as federal premier after 
.weekend parliamentary elections. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment on the talks from Meciar, 
whose party fared strongest in the 
weekend balloting in Slovakia, 
foe poorer eastern third of the 
country. 

“The talks revealed deep and 
fundamental differences... on the 
future structure of Czechoslova- 
kia,” Mr. Klaus told reporters. 


Mr. Klaus said there would be 
new talks Thursday on who 
should sit in the new federal 
cabinet. It was not immediately 
dear, however, whether Meriar’s 
movement would designate any- 
body to take part in foe federal 
government. 

•Mr. Klaus is a convinced sup- 
porter of a continued Czech- 
Slovak federation and his party 
won elections in foe Czech lands,, 
foe most populous western two- 
thirds of die country, on that 
programme. He is the driving 
force behind economic reform, 
which has caused hardship in 
Slovakia. 

Mr. Meciar, by contrast, cam- 
paigned for Slovak sovereignty — 
one step short of independence 
— a separate Slovak constitution 
and a referendum on whether 
Slovakia breaks away from the 
federation. 

He heads the Movement for a 


■Democratic Slovakia, or IIZDS 
in Slovak. It won almost 30 per 
cent of foe vote for the regional 
Slovak parliament. Mr. Meciar 
said Sunday that foe body could 
declare sovereignty soon after it 
meets on June 23. 

The outcome of the first Klaus- 
Medar talks made the future look 
bleak for President Vadav Havel, 
who indicated through his 
spokesman Monday he will not 
stand for re-election by the new 
federal parliament if Czechoslo- 
vakia heads for a split. 

The spokesman, Michael Zan- 
tovsky, told reporters Monday 
that foe president’s candidacy de- 
pended on the continuation of a 
common state and economic and 
political reforms begun with the 
“velvet revolution” that Mr. 
Havel led against the communists 
in late 1989. 


Mr. Klaus said he insisted at 
foe talks with Mr. Medaf that 
Mr. Havel be re-elected presi- 
dent. Mr. Medar said Sunday he 
rated Mr. Havel's chances of re- 
election. as “ minimal .** 

Mr. Medar was ousted as Slo- 
vak premier in May 1991 by Mr, 
Have! allies, and has made no 
secret of Ins dislike for the play- 
wright-president. 

“The feder ation is lost and 
according to HZDS, a common 
state is lost as well,” Mr. Klaus 
said after foe talks. 

But he added that Mr. Medar’s 
people had said a final verdict on 
Czechoslovakia's future could 
come only in a referendum. 

Mr. Medar has said this should- 
take place by year’s end. 

“In that case, die only way is to 
bold foe same referendum, with 
the same question, in the Czech 
republic,” Mr. Klaus told CSTK. 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s gos- 
sipy media faced the threat of 
curbs on Tuesday in a backlash 
against its reporting of allegations 
that Princess Diana tried to kill 
beiself. 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, George Carey, sharply re- 
buked the media as allegations 
that Princess Diana ' has bad a 
troubled marriage to heir-to-the- 
forone Prince Charles made 
headlines for a fifty day. 

The media had gone beyond 
file bounds of what “a society 
dainung to respect basic human 
values” should observe, said the 
head of the Church of England. 

Editors also came in for savage 
criticism from the, Press Com- 
plaints Commission which spoke 
on Monday of “an odious exhibi- 
tion of journalists dabbling their 
fingers in foe stuff of other peo- 
ple’s soitis.” 

The commission oversees 
voluntary code of press conduct 
which the government will review 
in July, under pressure from 
members of parliament for new 
laws to curb media intrusion into 
private lives. 

The cabinet minister responsi- 
ble, National Heritage Secretary 
David MeUor, said many people 
would welcome the co mm ission's 
statement. 


Harrods, the fashionable Lon- 
don department store which fa 
patronised by the royals; said on 
Monday it would not sell “Diana: 
Her True Story,” the book by 
Andrew Mortem which triggered 
the frenzy in the British press. 

It fa being serialised by the 
Sunday Times and says Princess 
Diana made five “sufidde bids" 
early in her marriage, on one 
occasion using a serrated lemon 
sheer. 

Other newspapers have had 
fodr own stories about what they 
say fa a troubled onion between 
Princess Diana, 30, and Prince 
Cha rl es, 42, who had crisis talks 
on Mornfay ' With his mother. 
Queen -Elizabeth. ' 

Sunday Times editor Andrew 
Neil Mt back' at critics, saying the 
kingpin-writing's marriage was a 
legitimate matter of public in- 
terest. He issued a signed state- 
ment by a man who was used as a 
source by Mr. Morton. 

The royal “mole” identified 
himself as James Gilbey, a 35- 
year-okJ bachelor who escorted 
foe then Lady Diana .Spencer 
around town before her marriage 
in 1981. 

T can confirm that foe princess 
discussed with me on numerous 
occasions her attempted suicides 
as she has done with other dose 



' Princess Diana 

friends,” said Mr. Gilbey. 

. Hie backlash failed to dent 
enthusiasm .fari tfae story among 
several tabloids.—- . 

“Suicidal’ pi ponied out her 
heart to me” said foe splash in 
Tuesday’s Sun which is owned, 
like the Sunday Times, by Au- 
stralian tycoon Rupert Murdoch. 

Princess Diana was pictured 
giving cameramen an icy glare as 
she took eldest son WflUam, nine; 
to schooL 

The 1,000-year-old , m British 
monarchy has been shaken by the 
failure of two royal marriages in 
recent months — Princess Anne’s 
dworce from husband Mark and 
Prince Andrew’s split from flame- 
haired “Fergie,” the Duchess of 
York. 


Ital ians boycott local pol Is Indonesians vote in general elections 


ROME (R) — Italian leaders 
played for more time to form a 
new government on Tuesday af- 
ter exasperated voters stayed 
away in droves from local elec- 
tions and foe results underscored 
the country’s north -south divide. 

President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro 
postponed until Wednesday what 
was planned as a last day of talks 
with party chiefs to end a two- 
in on th crisis since general elec- 
tions in April crippled the main 
parties. 

But it appeared Mr. Scalfaro 
might need a further round of 
talks — which would make it 
unlikely that he could name a 
prime minister before next week 
to head Italy's 51$i government 
since World War n. 

Officials results released over- 


night for partial local elections on 
Sunday and Monday showed low 
turnouts throughout Italy, with 
23 per cent of voters not bother- 
ing to cast tbeir ballots. 

In the southern dty of Naples, 
almost a third of voters — a 
record — stayed away from the 
polls. 

The voting for 157 local admi- 
nistrations, with fewer than two 
million Italians eligible to vote, 
emphasised deep divisions be- 
tween foe wealthy north and 
struggling “mezzogiorno” 
(south). 

In foe northern city of Trieste, 
protest parties including the Neo- 
Fascists and foe Northern Auton- 
omy Leagues made the strongest 
gains. 

But in Naples, voters gave a 


slight boost to parties of the 
establishment including the domi- 
nant Christian Democrats (DC) 
of outgoing Premier Giulio 
Andreotti and the Socialists, his 
main partners in government. 

Italy's deepening economic and 
moral crisis gave the election an 
importance out of proportion to 
its sire. 

It came after a dty- wall bribery 
scandal, uncovered in Milan in 
February but only now revealing 
the extent of gran in local poli- 
tics. 

The authoritative Turin Daily 
La Stamps said the vote con- 
firmed the trend set by the April 
polls, in which voters registered 
their disgust at political corrup- 
tion but failed to elect any ob- 
vious alternative. 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesians 
went to the polls on Tuesday in a 
general election certain to hand 
victory to the ruling party of 
President Suharto who has led 
the world’s fourth most populous 
country for almost 27 years. 

At stake are 400 seats in the 
national assembly which has nev- 
I er initiated nor rejected any leg- 
islation daring the 71-year-old 
Geo. Suharto’s iron rule. 

Another 100 assembly seats are 
.given to the military winch 
brought Gen. Suharto to power 
after crushing an attempted coup, 
Mamed on the now-bauned Com- 
munist Party in 19G5. 

Jakarta was almost empty of 
traffic as many people stayed 
away from work in the morning 
to vote. 


Reports from around the dty 
said .lt was very quiet and the 
turnout fairly high. 

“Pm just using my right to vote 
but I don’t expect much from the 
people I choose,” office worker 
Mohammad Rizal said while 
queueing under the mid-moming 
sun ax a polling station in east 
Jakarta. 

“They (members of parlia- 
ment) mostly come, sit, listen and 
leave.” 

There are nearly 300,000 poll- 
ing booths around the scattered 
islands of the tropical 
archipelago. 

About 107 million Indonesians 
are eligible to vote. Legislature 
elections are held every five years 
and usually have turnouts of 


more than 90 per cent. 

Political analysts predicted the 
ruling Golkar Party would win 
less than the 73 per cent of the 
vote it took in 1987, though not 
much less, 

few pomts/^said^one ctiptomat. 

Some analysts said it would be 
embarrassing for a government 
which says it wants to encourage 
greater democracy to win too mg 
a majority. 

In the cities and more rebel- 
lious provinces, political analysts 
say there isstrottg support for the 
two small opposition parties — 
the populist Indonesian Demo- 
cratic Party (PDI) and the Mus- 
lim-based United Development 
Party (PPP). 


Both have complained of in- 
tizmdatioa and even torture and 
the PDI claimed one its suppor- 
ters died after being beaten by 
police. 

The opposition has persistently 
attacked the government's econo- 
mic policies for favouring the rich 
and its reluctance to allow more 
democracy. 

The opposition say vote-rigging 
cheated them out of more seats in 
parliament in the election five 
years ago. 

* 

This time the government has 
promised a dean election but* 
analysts say that in many rural 
areas where the bulk of the 
population lives the local 
bureaucracy will still ensure a 
handsome Golkar win. 


Japan troops bill 
passes upper house 


Perot ‘plans’ unconventional convention 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s upper 
house of parliament approved 
early on Tuesday a controversial 
bill that would allow Japanese 
troops to serve abroad in 
peacekeeping missions for foe 
first time since the end of World 
War H. 

The bill, voted in plenary ses- 
sion by 137 against 102, now goes 
back to the more powerful lower 
bouse for final approval. 

The original version of the bill, 
drafted by the government, pas- 
sed the lower bouse in Decem- 
ber. But it was watered down 
after strong opposition from the 
Socialists and Communists. 

The revised text would ban the 
government from committing 
troops to such U.N. combat 
duties as separating warring fac- 
tions. Separate legislation would 
be needed to lift the ban. 

By agreeing on a diluted ver- 


sion, the ruling liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDP) sealed a pact with 
two small centrist parties to gain a 
voting majority in foe upper 
bouse. 

The government first mooted 
the bill in late 1990 when the 
United States was seeking part- 
ners for a military coalition to 
force Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait 

Japan, hampered by its anti- 
militarist laws, was unable to. 
contribute troops or military 
equipment but instead donated 
some $13 billion towards the Gulf 
war effort. 

But, to the government’s chag- 
rin, it still came in for fatter allied 
criticism that it was seeking to 
safeguard its vital oil supplies 
from foe Gulf by paying soldiers 
of other countries of fight for 
Japan's interests. 
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DALLAS (Agencies) — Ross 
Perot fa planning to bold a nation- 
al political gathering after the 
Democratic and Republican pres- 
idential nominating conventions 
this summer but he has not yet 
chosen a date or a place, a 
spokesman said on Monday. 

"We’re anticipating there will 
be some kind of event, some kind 
of celebration for getting Mr. 
Perot on the ballot and for 
announcing a vice presidential 
candidate,” Mr. Perot aide James 
Squires told Reuters. “But it cer- 
tainly will not be a conventional 
convention." 

The Democratic Party will for- 
mally nominate Arkansas Gov- 
ernor Bill Qmton as its presiden- 
tial candidate at a national con- 
vention set for July 13-16 in New 
York. The Republican Party will 
nominate President George Bush 
for re-election on August 17-20 in 
Houston. 

Mr. Perot, a Texas billionaire 
businessman, is expected to seek 
the presidency as an independent 
candidate in the November elec- 
tion. 


Mr. Squires said any decision 
on a Perot “convention” location 
was premature. “We’re not even 
dose to picking a site,” be said. 
“It’s just so up in foe air.” 

Perot leads 

Meanwhile, President Bush's 
approval rating dropped again 
this month in a nationwide poll 
released Monday, and indepen- 
dent candidate Perot continued 
to lead in a three-way matchup 
with the president and Mr. 
Clinton. 

The ABC news-Washington 
Post poll also asked respondents 
to name which candidate was 
strongest on specific issues. The 
candidates were seen as strongest 
on the issues they've been 
pushing in their campaigns! Mr. 
Bush was seen as strongest on 
foreign affairs and traditional 
family values; Mr. Clinton on 
inner-efty problems and the mid- 
dle class and Mr. Perot on econo- 
mic issues. 

Thirty-five per cent approved 
.of Mr. Bush’s job performance, 
down from 40 per cent in an 


ABC-Past poll on May 12. His 
approval rating hit an all- time 
high of 90 per cent in March 1991, 
just after the Gulf war. 

The 35 per cent rating fa the 
lowest of his presidency in an 
ABC-Post poll. 

In a three-way general election 
matchup, Mr. Perot had 38 per 
cent, Mr. Bush had 30 per cent 
and Mr. Clinton had 26 per cent, 
virtually -unchanged from- the 
May survey. 

But the respondents said they 
were su ppor tin g candidates by 
default. Nearly half of Mr, 
Perot’s supporters said they 
don’t tike him so much as 
they (fisHke foe other candidates; 
45 per cent of Mr. Grafon’s 

SfSd the sane fifing. 

Mr. Perot Monday sought 
views for his independent plat- 
form from a group of important 
mayors dfacussmg big-city needs 
at a co n ference in Texas. 

And, in an ominous develop/ 
ment far President Bush and Mr. 
Clinton, some party politicians 
have started to tie themselves to 


Mr. Perot's coattails and ran for 
office as “Perot independents." 
Others are thinking about it. 

£br several weeks Mr. Perqt 
has been soliciting opinions on 
such issues as gun control, drug 
treatment and urban woes. 

Monday’s meeting, arranged at 
the Texas tycoon’s request, was. 
part of Mr. Perot’s plan to gather 
views and prepare positions be- 
fore he launches hfa independent 
presidential bid. 



with foe governing process, and 
dearly with an eye to Mr. Perot’s 
independent status, Mr. Omron 
insisted he too is an “outsider” in 
the political establishment de- 
spite his argument that he can 
work with the democratically 
controlled Congress to pass a 
broad programme of measures. 

' “Tm not talking about exoner- 
ating Congress for any of foe past 
problems,” Mr. Cfinton told re- 
porters before flying to New 
York for a fund-raiser. 

Mr. Clinton said fins weekend 
he would submit a broad legisla- 
tive proposal before the Demo* 




Ron Perot 

watic national convention to 
Show that, as a Democrat, he 
would be able to work with Con- 
crete and quickly enact heath- 
care and jro proposals. 

Bus h on Monday tried to 
rebut critics of his envin miwintai 
pofitioos at the Earth Summit hi 
Bnpfl w ifo a n offensive promot- 
mg ms own environmental re- 
cord. 



British press faces threats 
of curbs over ‘suicide’ story 


British condoms 
to buy chickens 
for the Saudis 

NEW YORK (AP) — A jay 
| found a bogus scheme to trade 
British amdoms for Sowct poul- 
try about as funny as a -rubber - 

chicken. The jury m U.S. district 

court in Manhattan has convicted 
a Detroit lawyer of defrauding 
i investors of S75,000 in a fictitious 
deal to boy coucionK in Engfand, 
j barter them for chickens m foe 
Soviet Union and sett the birds to 
Saudi Arabia. Thomas. M. Mhc* 
cfante, 32, of Grose Pointer; 
Mich., also was found guilty of 
passing $3.26 million in counter- 
feit Australian bonds to n former 
client. The government dunged 
that Mr. Mucdaute in Much 
1990 gave - the former client, 
Stuart ML Bezger, a Manhattan 
doctor and author, four phony 
bonds he had made on a personal 
computer using desktop pub- 
lishing so ft war. Prosecutors 
showed during the seven-week 
trial that Moodaute used some of 
the money to pay off two other 
men duped into investing in the 
condom deal. But foe jury acquit- 
ted Mucdaute of some charges 
finking the bond and condom 
schemes. 

Man gets 15 years 
for raping wife 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — A pro- 
vincial cocut sentenced a man to 
15 years at hard labour for raping 

his wi fe farin g Ra madan, up uh- 

mic holy month in which Muslims 
are obliged to abstain daring day- 
time from food, drink and sex. 
The case is unprecedented in 
Egypt, the newspaper A1 Aldbbar 
said. Judge Abdul Raouf Kobtan, 
head of foe Benha criminal court 


in northern 


Egypt, 
he hnsl 


convicted and - 


sentenced the husband Monday, 
A1 Akhbar said. The newspaper 
gave fiie niune of neither husband 
nor wife but said the man can 
appeal. The wife testified that she 
refiised to have sex with her 
husband on April 3, 1991, be- 
cause she was observing Rama- 
dan but he beat and raped her. 
Egyptian law does not hold that a 
man can rape huswife. The gov- 
ernment says 95 ’per cent of the 
system conforms with the 
law* of Islam',' and the sacred 
Koran enjoins a woman to do 
what her husband asks of her. 
But it also says nobody mustbe 
obeyed whose order would lead 
to- a violation of the religion’s 
tenets. 

Japan unveils 
magnetic dentures 

TOKYO (R) — A Japanese com- 
pany has developed a system by 
which false teeth are fixed to the 
mouth by a magnet, the firm has 
said. The magnet helps fix foe 
teeth to a small, stamless-sted 
plate embedded in the top of the 
mouth, said' a spokesman for 
Hitachi Metals. Asked whether 
the magnet might also attract 
forks, spoons, needles or other 
metal objects, the spokesman 
said: “In the early stages of de- 
velopment, we were worried ab- 
out that But our new product fa 
perfectly designed so as to stop 
the magnet from attracting any- 
thing except false teeth.” The 
com pany tried the attachment . 
first on rabbits and rats to test its 
safety, be said. . .. 

‘Knots Landing’ 
actor dies of AIDS 1 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Actor 
Riley, who appeared on the 
television soap opera. “Knots 
lasdnig,” has died of compfica- 
tenis from AIDS, his publicist has 
said. “The cause of dw>*ii Was 
renal failure as a complication of 
AIDS,” publicist Paul Gendreau 
arid. Riley, 39, died on Saturday 
June 6 at St. Joseph's medical 
cenfre, he said. Riley played 
attorney Frank Wflfiams far five 
seasons on the long-running dra* 
ma set in the fictional southern 
California suburb of Knots 
Landing. < 

Judge upholds 

$900,000 award 

In Buchwald suit 


— — “ J Till uuiuui 

Bnchwa M and a partner 
active the frill $900,000 b 
jy aw arded to them in a txi 
foe rights to profits from 
ffinrCommg to America.-* 
Harvey Schneider said 
^“™*JKctures oonld noc 


Buchwald and pi 
Awm Bcniherin for dev 
foe ide a fay the top-gmaa 
waning comedian Etfcfi 
phy. After a two-year tri 
Buchwald and Mr. Be 
won a soft in March in wfcj 
“"“ended they coocen 
plot fw the 1966 movie at 
therefore entitled fo a s 
the profits. - : : 


r 



